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The Gospel of Peace 
 
 Welcome to the Gospel of Peace! 
This series of study classes is designed to 
help you determine for yourself the 
message in God’s Word. We consider 
this of ultimate importance, because the 
Bible claims to provide a way in which 
normal people can find everlasting life. 
A bold claim! Can that be true, or is it 
just a comforting delusion? Find out for 
yourself! 
 

Syllabus 
Classes last 1.5-2 hrs with all scriptures read. For a shorter class of 1-1.5 hrs, just use the underlined ones. 

 
Who’s Who, What’s What? (Focus on Concepts and Characters) 
01  I Am the Lord and There Is No Other 

Who is God, What can we learn about his Character?  
Isaiah 45; Exodus 3; Romans 11; Deuteronomy 6; Exodus 33-34; John 4; 1 John 4 

 
02  Son of God and Son of Man  

Who is Jesus Christ and what did he achieve? 
Isaiah 53; Luke 1 & 2; Psalm 22; Matthew 26 & 27; John 1 & 3 & 10 & 17; Philippians 2 

 
03  For Dust Thou Art… 

What is man? What is a soul? Where does sin come from?  
Genesis 1; Genesis 2; Genesis 3; Ezekiel 18; Psalm 104; Genesis 6; Mark 7; 
Psalm 119; James 1; Romans 7 

 
04  We Will All Be Changed 

What are Heaven and Hell? Is there an afterlife? If so, who experiences it, how and why? 
Psalm 115; Matthew 18; Job 11; Matthew 11; Jeremiah 7; Matthew 10; Acts 2; John 5; 
1 Corinthians 15 

 
05 Crouching at Your Door 

Who tempted Christ in the wilderness? Who or what is the devil?  
Matthew 3 & 4; John 3; James 1; Hebrews 4; Matthew 16; John 6; Luke 22; Hebrews 2 

 
06 He Took Up Our Infirmities 

The Gospel Message Concerning Demons   
Isaiah 53; Matthew 8-12; Mark 5 
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Classes last 1.5-2 hrs with all scriptures read. For a shorter class of 1-1.5 hrs, just use the underlined ones. 
 

Timeline of God’s Plan (Focus on Biblical Timeline) 
 
07 In the Image of God (Adam) 
 The Creation, Fall of Man, Flood        

Genesis 1-4 & 6-9 
 
08  Heirs According to the Promise (Abraham) 

Israel God’s Chosen Nation; Covenant with Abraham; Spiritual Israel 
Genesis 12 & 15 & 17 & 21 & 22; Romans 4; Galatians 3 

 
09  The Letter and the Spirit (Moses) 
 Law to Moses; The completed Law in Christ; The Law in our discipleship 

Exodus 3 & 13-14 & 19-20; Matthew 5, 6 & 22 
 
10 God’s Chosen People Israel (David) 

Israel the Monarchy, David the Good King, Division; Captivity; Prophecy 
1 Samuel 8 & 15-16; 2 Samuel 7; Psalm 23 & 119; Ecclesiastes 5; Jeremiah 25; Isaiah 9; Ezekiel 37 

 
11  This is My Beloved Son: Hear Him! (Jesus Christ) 

Teaching, Parables and Miracles of Jesus Christ; Crucifixion and Resurrection 
Matthew 3 & 5 & 8 & 13; John 9; Matthew 26-28 

 
12  Temple of the Living God (The Present Church) 
 Practices of the 1st Century Church; How to emulate/find true Christianity 

Acts 2, 8 & 9; 1 Corinthians 11; 2 Corinthians 6; 1 Timothy 3-4 
 
13  I Am Making All Things New (The Future Kingdom) 
 Signs of Christ’s Return; The Kingdom of God; The End 

Matthew 24; 1 Corinthians 15; Romans 2; Isaiah 11 & 35 & 65; Revelation 20 & 21 & 22 

 
 
What About Me? (Focus on Discipleship design) 
 
14  Living with God 

Personal aspects: What is the disciple’s attitude/lifestyle before God?  
Genesis 1; Matthew 22; Micah 6; Genesis 3; Philippians 2; Romans 11; Genesis 4 
Acts 2; Romans 6; 2 Corinthians 6; Matthew 9; 1 Thessalonians 5; James 1; 1 Timothy 4 
 

15  The Bride of Christ 
Communal aspects: Living together as a Church; New Citizenship status 

Hebrews 10; 1 Corinthians 11; John 13; Philippians 2; Revelation 19 
2 Corinthians 6; Romans 13; Ephesians 2; 1 Peter 2; Hebrews 11 
 

16  I Believe 
Faith, Works and Grace; What I Believe; Preparation for baptism 

Hebrews 11; James 2; Matthew 7; Ephesians 2; Isaiah 59 
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Who’s Who, What’s What? 
 (Focus on Concepts and Characters) 

 
I Am the Lord and There Is No Other 
 

“Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom you have sent.” (John 17:3) 
 

What information can we compile from the Bible about who God is and what His 
character is like? Here is some essential Bible reading on the subject: 

 
ISAIAH 45 
5 I am the LORD, and there is no other; apart from me there 

is no God. I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged 
me, 6 so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting men 
may know there is none besides me. I am the LORD, and there is no 
other. 7 I form the light and create darkness, I bring prosperity and 
create disaster; I, the LORD, do all these things. 8 "You heavens 
above, rain down righteousness; let the clouds shower it down. Let 
the earth open wide, let salvation spring up, let righteousness grow 
with it; I, the LORD, have created it. 9 "Woe to him who quarrels 
with his Maker, to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds 
on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, 'What are you 
making?' Does your work say, 'He has no hands'? 10 Woe to him who 
says to his father, 'What have you begotten?' or to his mother, 'What 
have you brought to birth?' 

11 "This is what the LORD says- the Holy One of Israel, and 
its Maker: Concerning things to come, do you question me about my 
children, or give me orders about the work of my hands? 12 It is I 
who made the earth and created mankind upon it. My own hands 
stretched out the heavens; I marshaled their starry hosts. 13 I will raise 
up Cyrus in my righteousness: I will make all his ways straight. He 
will rebuild my city and set my exiles free, but not for a price or 
reward, says the LORD Almighty." 14 This is what the LORD says: 
"The products of Egypt and the merchandise of Cush, and those tall 
Sabeans- they will come over to you and will be yours; they will 
trudge behind you, coming over to you in chains. They will bow 
down before you and plead with you, saying, 'Surely God is with you, 
and there is no other; there is no other god.' " 

15 Truly you are a God who hides himself, O God and Savior 
of Israel. 16 All the makers of idols will be put to shame and 
disgraced; they will go off into disgrace together. 17 But Israel will be 
saved by the LORD with an everlasting salvation; you will never be 
put to shame or disgraced, to ages everlasting. 

18 For this is what the LORD says- he who created the 
heavens, he is God; he who fashioned and made the earth, he 
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founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed it to be 
inhabited- he says: "I am the LORD, and there is no other. 19 I have 
not spoken in secret, from somewhere in a land of darkness; I have 
not said to Jacob's descendants, 'Seek me in vain.' I, the LORD, 
speak the truth; I declare what is right. 20 "Gather together and come; 
assemble, you fugitives from the nations. Ignorant are those who 
carry about idols of wood, who pray to gods that cannot save. 21 
Declare what is to be, present it- let them take counsel together. Who 
foretold this long ago, who declared it from the distant past? Was it 
not I, the LORD? And there is no God apart from me, a righteous 
God and a Savior; there is none but me. 

 
EXODUS 3 
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-

law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the 
desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of 
the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. 
Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So 
Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight-why the 
bush does not burn up." 

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God 
called to him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!" And Moses 
said, "Here I am." 

5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your 
sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground." 6 Then 
he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac and the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because 
he was afraid to look at God.  

7 The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my 
people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave 
drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come 
down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring 
them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey-the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the 
Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 
oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt." 

11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to 
Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 

12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign 
to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain." 

 13 Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say 
to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask 
me, 'What is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?" 

14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are 
to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 
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15 God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, 
the God of your fathers-the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob-has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the 
name by which I am to be remembered from generation to 
generation. 

 16 "Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, 'The 
LORD, the God of your fathers-the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob-appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have 
seen what has been done to you in Egypt. 17 And I have promised to 
bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the land of the 
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites-a land 
flowing with milk and honey.'  

 
ROMANS 11 
11 I say then, have they [the Jews] stumbled that they should 

fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to 
jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12Now if their fall is 
riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how 
much more their fullness! 

13For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to 
the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14if by any means I may provoke 
to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. 15For if 
their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead? 

16For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the 
root is holy, so are the branches. 17And if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among 
them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the 
olive tree, 18do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, 
remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports 
you. 19You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be 
grafted in." 20Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21For if God did not 
spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. 22Therefore 
consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, 
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. 
Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23And they also, if they do not 
continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them 
in again. 24For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by 
nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted 
into their own olive tree? 25For I do not desire, brethren, that you 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your 
own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 
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DEUTERONOMY 6 
1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your 

God directed me to teach you to observe in the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and their 
children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you live 
by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that 
you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so 
that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a 
land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of 
your fathers, promised you. 

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 
Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you 
today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

 
EXODUS 33-34 
7 Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the 

camp some distance away, calling it the "tent of meeting." Anyone 
inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the 
camp. 8 And whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose 
and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses until he 
entered the tent. 9 As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud 
would come down and stay at the entrance, while the LORD spoke 
with Moses. 10 Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing 
at the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the 
entrance to his tent. 11 The LORD would speak to Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks with his friend. Then Moses would return to 
the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the 
tent. 

12 Moses said to the LORD, "You have been telling me, 'Lead 
these people,' but you have not let me know whom you will send 
with me. You have said, 'I know you by name and you have found 
favor with me.' 13 If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I 
may know you and continue to find favor with you. Remember that 
this nation is your people." 14 The LORD replied, "My Presence will 
go with you, and I will give you rest." 15 Then Moses said to him, "If 
your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. 16 
How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and with your 
people unless you go with us? What else will distinguish me and your 
people from all the other people on the face of the earth?" 17 And the 
LORD said to Moses, "I will do the very thing you have asked, 
because I am pleased with you and I know you by name." 18 Then 
Moses said, "Now show me your glory." 

19 And the LORD said, "I will cause all my goodness to pass 
in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the LORD, in your 
presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will 
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have compassion on whom I will have compassion. 20 But," he said, 
"you cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live." 21 Then 
the LORD said, "There is a place near me where you may stand on a 
rock. 22 When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock 
and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 23 Then I will 
remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not be 
seen."  

1 The LORD said to Moses, "Chisel out two stone tablets like 
the first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the 
first tablets, which you broke. 2 Be ready in the morning, and then 
come up on Mount Sinai. Present yourself to me there on top of the 
mountain. 3 No one is to come with you or be seen anywhere on the 
mountain; not even the flocks and herds may graze in front of the 
mountain." 

4 So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones 
and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the LORD had 
commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. 5 
Then the LORD came down in the cloud and stood there with him 
and proclaimed his name, the LORD. 6 And he passed in front of 
Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 7 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion 
and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the 
children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and 
fourth generation." 

8 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 9 "O 
Lord, if I have found favor in your eyes," he said, "then let the Lord 
go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our 
wickedness and our sin, and take us as your inheritance." 

(see also Jeremiah 31:29-30) 
 
JOHN 4 
19"Sir," the woman said [to Jesus], "I can see that you are a 

prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews 
claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 21Jesus 
declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You 
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has 
now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God 
is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 

25The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is 
coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us."  

26Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 
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1 JOHN 4 
7Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 

God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
8Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10This is 
love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; 
but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us.  

13We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father 
has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15If anyone 
acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he 
in God. 16And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
him. 17In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will 
have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are 
like him. 18There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, 
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not 
made perfect in love.  

19We love because he first loved us. 20If anyone says, "I love 
God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not 
love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has 
not seen. 21And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God 
must also love his brother.  
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
Isaiah 45 

 He is the Only God – there is only one God in the Universe 

 He is the source of blessing and calamity (KJV – “evil”) 

 He created the heavens and the Earth, and man upon the Earth 

 He performs His mighty acts specifically so that men will know that He exists 

 He is looking for a people to populate His Earth: He has a Plan with Mankind! 

 Israel will receive an everlasting salvation 

 Those who seek God will find Him 
 

Exodus 3 

 God declares his name “I AM THAT I AM”: Unchanging! See Malachi 3:6 
(Hebrew = ‘JHVH’ = Tetragrammaton: origin of ‘Yahweh’ & ‘Jehovah’) 

 God identifies his people with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 

 God is concerned with releasing His people from slavery to a pleasant land 

 God identifies His promise with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
 
Romans 11 

 Receiving God’s goodness has something to do with associating with Israel’s hope 

 The Gentiles are included as God’s people because of faith 

 God is good AND severe. This is paramount! 
 
Deuteronomy 6 

 God is One 

 We are commanded to love Him (goodness) 

 We are commanded to fear Him (severity) 
 
Exodus 33 & 34 

 No mortal man can survive seeing the face of God 

 We see both the good (merciful, forgiving) and severe sides of God in His Name 

 The Name of God expresses the character of God 
 
John 4 

 The Jews will lose faith and stop worshipping God 

 Even so, ‘salvation’ comes from the Jews 

 God is Spirit: this may be the only verse concerning his physical constituency 
 
1 John 4 

 God is love  

 We can live in God by exhibiting His love 

 Life for us in Jesus is the expression of God’s love towards us 

 Acknowledging Jesus as the Son of God is part of our reflection of God’s love 

 Again, no-one has ever seen God 

 One cannot love God without exhibiting love for one’s brother 
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Son of God and Son of Man 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17) 

 
Who was Jesus Christ and why is his life relevant to ours? Here’s what the Bible 

teaches: 
 

ISAIAH 53 
1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of 

the LORD been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender 
shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty 
to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire 
him. 3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and 
familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he 
was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, 
yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and 
by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.  

7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his 
mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before 
her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By oppression 
and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his 
descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the 
transgression of my people he was stricken. 9 He was assigned a grave 
with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done 
no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  
 
LUKE 1 

26In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28The 
angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you." 

29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of greeting this might be. 30But the angel said to her, "Do not be 
afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 31You will be with child 
and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 32He 
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 
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34"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a 
virgin?" 35The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy 
one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said 
to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with 
God."  

38"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me 
as you have said." Then the angel left her. 

 
PSALM 22 

1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you 
so far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning? 2 O my 
God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer, by night, and am not 
silent.  

3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise 
of Israel. 4 In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted and you 
delivered them. 5 They cried to you and were saved; in you they 
trusted and were not disappointed.  

6 But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and 
despised by the people. 7 All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, 
shaking their heads: 8 "He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue 
him. Let him deliver him, since he delights in him."  

9 Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in 
you even at my mother's breast. 10 From birth I was cast upon you; 
from my mother's womb you have been my God. 11 Do not be far 
from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help.  

12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle 
me. 13 Roaring lions tearing their prey open their mouths wide against 
me. 14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. 
My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. 15 My 
strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof 
of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 16 Dogs have 
surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have 
pierced my hands and my feet. 17 I can count all my bones; people 
stare and gloat over me. 18 They divide my garments among them and 
cast lots for my clothing.  

19 But you, O LORD, be not far off; O my Strength, come 
quickly to help me. 20 Deliver my life from the sword, my precious 
life from the power of the dogs. 21 Rescue me from the mouth of the 
lions; save me from the horns of the wild oxen.  

22 I will declare your name to my brothers; in the 
congregation I will praise you. 23 You who fear the LORD, praise 
him! All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you 
descendants of Israel! 24 For he has not despised or disdained the 
suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him 
but has listened to his cry for help.  
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MATTHEW 26 
36Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called 

Gethsemane, and he said to them, "Sit here while I go over there and 
pray." 37He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, 
and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38Then he said to them, 
"My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay 
here and keep watch with me." 39Going a little farther, he fell with his 
face to the ground and prayed, "My Father, if it is possible, may this 
cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will."  

40Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. 
"Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?" he asked 
Peter. 41"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The 
spirit is willing, but the body is weak." 

42He went away a second time and prayed, "My Father, if it is 
not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your 
will be done."  
 
MATTHEW 27 

11Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the 
governor asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?" 

"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. 
12When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he 

gave no answer. 13Then Pilate asked him, "Don't you hear the 
testimony they are bringing against you?" 14But Jesus made no reply, 
not even to a single charge--to the great amazement of the 
governor… 

 
32As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, 

named Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 33They came to 
a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 34There 
they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, 
he refused to drink it. 35When they had crucified him, they divided up 
his clothes by casting lots. 36And sitting down, they kept watch over 
him there. 37Above his head they placed the written charge against 
him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38Two robbers 
were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those 
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40and saying, 
"You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of 
God!" 

41In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law 
and the elders mocked him. 42"He saved others," they said, "but he 
can't save himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now 
from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God. Let 
God rescue him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of 
God.'" 44In the same way the robbers who were crucified with him 
also heaped insults on him.  
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45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came 
over all the land. 46About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud 
voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?" 

47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, 
"He's calling Elijah." 
48Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with 
wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49The 
rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save 
him."  

50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave 
up his spirit.  
51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top 
to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 52The tombs broke 
open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised 
to life. 53They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection 
they went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 

54When the centurion and those with him who were guarding 
Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were 
terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!" 
 
JOHN 1 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2He was with God in the beginning. 

3Through him all things were made; without him nothing was 
made that has been made. 4In him was life, and that life was the light 
of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not 
understood it.  

6There came a man who was sent from God; his name was 
John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that 
through him all men might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he 
came only as a witness to the light. 9The true light that gives light to 
every man was coming into the world. 

10He was in the world, and though the world was made 
through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that 
which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who 
received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God-- 13children born not of natural descent, nor 
of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.  

14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. 
We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
JOHN 3 

1Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 
member of the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and 
said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. 
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For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God 
were not with him."  

3In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see 
the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  

4"How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus 
asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb 
to be born!"  

5Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the 
kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh 
gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should 
not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8The wind 
blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell 
where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born 
of the Spirit." … 

 

16"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but to save the world through him. 18Whoever believes in him 
is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and 
only Son. 19This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but 
men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 
20Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the 
light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21But whoever lives by 
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what 
he has done has been done through God."  
 
JOHN 10 

1"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep 
pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a 
robber. 2The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd of his 
sheep. 3The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his 
sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5But they will never 
follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they 
do not recognize a stranger's voice." 6Jesus used this figure of speech, 
but they did not understand what he was telling them.  

7Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truth, I am the gate 
for the sheep. 8All who ever came before me were thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate; whoever 
enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and 
find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.  

11"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his 
life for the sheep. 12The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the 
sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
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runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  

14"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me-- 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and 
I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that are not of 
this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my 
voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17The reason 
my Father loves me is that I lay down my life--only to take it up 
again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 
I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This 
command I received from my Father."  

19At these words the Jews were again divided. 20Many of them 
said, "He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?"  

21But others said, "These are not the sayings of a man 
possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?"  

22Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was 
winter, 23and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's 
Colonnade. 24The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will 
you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."  

25Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The 
miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, 26but you do not 
believe because you are not my sheep. 27My sheep listen to my voice; 
I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29My 
Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can 
snatch them out of my Father's hand. 30I and the Father are one."  

31Again the Jews picked up stones to stone him, 32but Jesus 
said to them, "I have shown you many great miracles from the 
Father. For which of these do you stone me?" 33"We are not stoning 
you for any of these," replied the Jews, "but for blasphemy, because 
you, a mere man, claim to be God."  

34Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law, 'I have 
said you are gods'? 35If he called them 'gods,' to whom the word of 
God came--and the Scripture cannot be broken-- 36what about the 
one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the 
world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, 'I 
am God's Son'? 37Do not believe me unless I do what my Father 
does. 38But if I do it, even though you do not believe me, believe the 
miracles, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, 
and I in the Father." 39Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped 
their grasp.  

40Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where 
John had been baptizing in the early days. Here he stayed 41and many 
people came to him. They said, "Though John never performed a 
miraculous sign, all that John said about this man was true." 42And in 
that place many believed in Jesus. 
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JOHN 17 
1After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

2"Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may 
glorify you. For you granted him authority over all people that he 
might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 3Now this is 
eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom you have sent. 4I have brought you glory on earth by 
completing the work you gave me to do. 5And now, Father, glorify 
me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world 
began.  

6"I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the 
world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed 
your word. 7Now they know that everything you have given me 
comes from you. 8For I gave them the words you gave me and they 
accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and 
they believed that you sent me. 9I pray for them. I am not praying for 
the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10All I 
have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me 
through them. 11I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still 
in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that they may be 
one as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them and 
kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except 
the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13"I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in 
the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within 
them. 14I have given them your word and the world has hated them, 
for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15My 
prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 
them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, even as I am not 
of it. 17Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent 
me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19For them I 
sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.  

20"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who 
will believe in me through their message, 21that all of them may be 
one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be 
in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22I have 
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 
are one: 23I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete 
unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them 
even as you have loved me. 24"Father, I want those you have given 
me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you 
have given me because you loved me before the creation of the 
world. 25"Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I 
know you, and they know that you have sent me. 26I have made you 
known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that 
the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in 
them." 
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PHILIPPIANS 2 
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be grasped, 7but made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to 
death-- even death on a cross! 9Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.   



Son of God and Son of Man 
  The Gospel of Peace: Session 02 

 17 

SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS  
 
Isaiah 53 

 He was rejected by men (v3), to the point of being pierced (v5) and killed (v9) 

 He was silent before his accusers (v7) 

 He was innocent, (v9) and bore the penalty of our sins not his own (v 5) 
 
Luke 1  

 Jesus was born to a human mother: the virgin Mary, Jesus was therefore Son of Man 

 Mary was impregnated by the Holy Spirit: Jesus was therefore Son of God 

 Jesus will reign on David’s throne forever: this is God’s promise 
 
Psalm 22 

 “My God, My God why have you forsaken me?” is the Psalm’s title line (v 1) 

 ‘He’ is mocked by those surrounding him (v 7) 

 He did not reflect the hate shown him 

 Specifically they taunt him that God should save him if He loves him (v 8) 

 They have pierced his hands and feet (v 16): yet none of his bones are broken (v 17) 

 They cast lots to win his clothes (v18) 

 But God has not forsaken Him: this is all part of God’s Plan! 
 
Matthew 26  

 Jesus had a will which was contrary to God’s will! (Vital point to understand) 

 Jesus resigned his will to do God’s will instead: the definition of obedience! 
 
Matthew 27 

 Jesus was silent before his accusers (fulfils Isaiah 53:7) 

 They crucified him by piercing his hands and feet (fulfils Psalm 22:16 & Isaiah 53:5) 

 The soldiers cast lots to win his clothes (fulfils Psalm 22:18) 

 All who surround him mock and insult him (fulfils Psalm 22:7 & Isaiah 53:3) 

 Specifically they taunt him God should save him (fulfils Psalm 22:8) 

 Jesus shouts: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” – we know why he 
shouts this: he’s teaching the people he is the Saviour of Psalm 22 & Isaiah 53! 

 Jesus died on the cross: he was not immortal (fulfils Isaiah 53:9) 

 (also none of Jesus’ bones were broken in the crucifixion (John 19:28-37), which 
fulfilled Psalm 22:17 (and Psalm 34:20, Zechariah 12:10)) 

 
John 1  

 Jesus is the light of the world, the source by which all men are illuminated 

 Through Jesus we have the opportunity to become children of God! (Important) 

 Jesus was the embodiment of the eternal Word of God 
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John 3  

 No-one can be in the kingdom of God without being baptized 

 God sent Jesus to save the world because He loved us so much 

 Jesus achieved our salvation through his death 
 
John 10  

 Jesus is the gate (& shepherd): the gate is the ONLY way to God’s family (v1, 7) 

 Jesus brings (full) life; other religions (unintentionally) KILL their followers (v 10) 

 Salvation is available to the Gentiles as well: there will be one fold 

 God loves Jesus, because Jesus gave his life for us 

 Jesus was the promised Christ: he taught that plainly 

 The Jews misunderstood that Jesus was claiming to be God 

 Jesus was NOT claiming to be God: “I am God’s Son” 

 Nevertheless Jesus and God are “one” (v 30) they are “in each other” (v 38) 
 
John 17 

 Knowing God and His Son Jesus is to gain eternal life 

 Jesus’ glory existed before the world began: God knew what was needed 

 By accepting Jesus words we become one just as Jesus and God are one! 

 Likewise we can be “in Christ” just as he is “in God” – and he “in us.” 

 The plan is for complete unity – so that we can feel God’s love 
 
Philippians 2 

 Our attitude should be the same as Jesus’ attitude – verses describe his attitude 

 Jesus did not “grasp” at equality with God: (c.f. Eve in Eden) 

 Jesus’ attitude was the attitude of a servant: he humbled himself 

 God rewarded Jesus with His own Name: Jesus can be called “God”! 

 Yet even this, as all things, was for the glory of God, the Father 
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For Dust Thou Art… 
 
We need to determine: 

 1 What does the Bible teach about man? What is a soul? 
Genesis 1:26-31; Genesis 2:4-7,20-24 

 2 What happened? (Origin of sin) 
Genesis 3 

 3 What is the resulting physical and spiritual nature of man? 
Ezekiel 18:1-4; Psalm 104:29-30; Genesis 6:5-8; Mark 7:14-23 

 4 What state are we in today?  
Psalm 119:9-16; James 1:1-18; Romans 7 

 
Part 1: What is the original state of man? What is a soul? 

 
GENESIS 1 
26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our 

likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 
the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground." 27 So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them.  

28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of 
the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that 
moves on the ground."  

29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the 
face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. 
They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and 
all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground-
everything that has the breath of life in it-I give every green plant for 
food." And it was so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was 
very good. And there was evening, and there was morning-the sixth 
day. 

 
GENESIS 2 
When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens- 5 and 

no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of 
the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on 
the earth and there was no man to work the ground, 6 but streams 
came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the 
ground- 7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being [KJV ‘soul’]… 

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden 
of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God 
commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the 
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garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die." … 

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD 
God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was 
sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with 
flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had 
taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  

23 The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of 
my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man."  

24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 
be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 

 
Part 2: What is the origin of sin? 

 
GENESIS 3 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild 

animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God 
really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"  

2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the 
trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch 
it, or you will die.' "  

4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 
"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  

6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 
food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, 
she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were 
opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves.  

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD 
God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they 
hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 10 He answered, "I 
heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I 
hid." 11 And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you 
eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?"  

12 The man said, "The woman you put here with me-she gave 
me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 13 Then the LORD God 
said to the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman said, 
"The serpent deceived me, and I ate." 14 So the LORD God said to 
the serpent, "Because you have done this,  

"Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild 
animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days 
of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and 
you will strike his heel."  
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16 To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in 
childbearing; with pain you will give birth to children. Your desire 
will be for your husband, and he will rule over you."  

17 To Adam he said, "Because you listened to your wife and 
ate from the tree about which I commanded you, 'You must not eat 
of it,' "Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you 
will eat of it all the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and 
thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat 
of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, 
since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will 
return."  

20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the 
mother of all the living. 

21 The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his 
wife and clothed them. 22 And the LORD God said, "The man has 
now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He must not be 
allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and 
eat, and live forever." 23 So the LORD God banished him from the 
Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 
24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the 
Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and 
forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 
Part 3: What is the effect of sin on man? 

 
EZEKIEL 18 
The word of the LORD came to me: 2 "What do you people 

mean by quoting this proverb about the land of Israel:  " 'The fathers 
eat sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge'? 3 "As surely 
as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, you will no longer quote this 
proverb in Israel. 4 For every living soul belongs to me, the father as 
well as the son-both alike belong to me. The soul who sins is the one 
who will die. 

 
PSALM 104 
29 When you hide your face, they are terrified; when you take 

away their breath, they die and return to the dust. 30 When you send 
your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the earth. 

 
GENESIS 6 
5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth 

had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he had made 
man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD 
said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the 
earth-men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, 
and birds of the air-for I am grieved that I have made them." 8 But 
Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. 
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MARK 7 
14Again Jesus called the crowd to him and said, "Listen to me, 

everyone, and understand this. 15Nothing outside a man can make 
him 'unclean' by going into him. Rather, it is what comes out of a 
man that makes him 'unclean.' " 

17After he had left the crowd and entered the house, his 
disciples asked him about this parable. 18"Are you so dull?" he asked. 
"Don't you see that nothing that enters a man from the outside can 
make him 'unclean'? 19For it doesn't go into his heart but into his 
stomach, and then out of his body." (In saying this, Jesus declared all 
foods "clean.") 20He went on: "What comes out of a man is what 
makes him 'unclean.' 21For from within, out of men's hearts, come 
evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22greed, 
malice, deceit, lewdness, envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23All these 
evils come from inside and make a man 'unclean.' " 

 
Part 4: So what condition are we in today? 

 
PSALM 119 
9 How can a young man keep his way pure? By living 

according to your word. 10 I seek you with all my heart; do not let me 
stray from your commands. 11 I have hidden your word in my heart 
that I might not sin against you. 12 Praise be to you, O LORD; teach 
me your decrees. 13 With my lips I recount all the laws that come 
from your mouth. 14 I rejoice in following your statutes as one 
rejoices in great riches. 15 I meditate on your precepts and consider 
your ways. 16 I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word. 

 
JAMES 1 
1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the 

twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings.  
2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of 

many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of your faith 
develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must finish its work so that you 
may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5If any of you 
lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But when he asks, 
he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave 
of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7That man should not think 
he will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, 
unstable in all he does. 9The brother in humble circumstances ought 
to take pride in his high position. 10But the one who is rich should 
take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild 
flower. 11For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; 
its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich 
man will fade away even while he goes about his business.  

12Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because 
when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God 
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has promised to those who love him. 13When tempted, no one should 
say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor 
does he tempt anyone; 14but each one is tempted when, by his own 
evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15Then, after desire has 
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives 
birth to death.  

16Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 17Every good and 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the 
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18He 
chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a 
kind of firstfruits of all he created.  

 
ROMANS 7 
1Do you not know, brothers--for I am speaking to men who 

know the law--that the law has authority over a man only as long as 
he lives? 2For example, by law a married woman is bound to her 
husband as long as he is alive, but if her husband dies, she is released 
from the law of marriage. 3So then, if she marries another man while 
her husband is still alive, she is called an adulteress. But if her 
husband dies, she is released from that law and is not an adulteress, 
even though she marries another man.  

4So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body 
of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised 
from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. 5For when 
we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused 
by the law were at work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. 
6But now, by dying to what once bound us, we have been released 
from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in 
the old way of the written code.  

7What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed 
I would not have known what sin was except through the law. For I 
would not have known what coveting really was if the law had not 
said, "Do not covet." 8But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by 
the commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. 
For apart from law, sin is dead. 9Once I was alive apart from law; but 
when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I died. 10I found 
that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually 
brought death.  

11For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the 
commandment, deceived me, and through the commandment put me 
to death. 12So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 
righteous and good. 13Did that which is good, then, become death to 
me? By no means! But in order that sin might be recognized as sin, it 
produced death in me through what was good, so that through the 
commandment sin might become utterly sinful. 14We know that the 
law is spiritual; but I am unspiritual, sold as a slave to sin. 15I do not 
understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I 
hate I do. 16And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law 
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is good. 17As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living 
in me. 18I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful 
nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it 
out. 19For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do 
not want to do--this I keep on doing. 20Now if I do what I do not 
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in me that 
does it.  21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is 
right there with me. 22For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 
23but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging 
war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law 
of sin at work within my members. 24What a wretched man I am! 
Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25Thanks be to God--
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself in my mind am a 
slave to God's law, but in the sinful nature a slave to the law of sin. 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Genesis 1 

 Man is created in the image of God – plural, therefore angels, presumably 

 (Man is initially vegetarian) 
 
Genesis 2 

 Hebrew “the man” = “Adam” (=“Edom”) Hebrew “the ground [clay]” = “adamah”  

 Equation: “adamah” (red clay) + God’s breath = living soul: Important! 

 A soul is something man is, not something man has 

 Law: Do not eat of the tree; penalty is death 

 Woman was made as a helper for man 

 Institution of marriage: Marriage was God’s idea not man’s: that two should be one 

 Adam and Eve married already: they were literally one flesh 
 
Genesis 3 

 The temptation: primarily to ‘grasp equality with God’: c.f. Philippians 2! (Session 2) 

 God asks “Where are you?” proving Adam is no longer ‘with God’ 

 Catalogue of blame: no-one admits responsibility 

 COVENANT: Seed of Woman will kill Seed of Serpent, but will sustain injury 

 The curse brought upon the woman is that man will rule over her 

 The curse brought upon man is that he will struggle to earn a living from the land 

 The curse of mortality: “You are dust, and to dust you will return” 
 
Ezekiel 18 

 Souls die (c.f. Psalm 104) they are not immortal 

 Death comes from sin 
 
Psalm 104 

 Equation: Living man – God’s breath = dust. c.f. Gen 2 & 3 
 
Genesis 6 

 The origin of evil thoughts is the heart of man – which is permanently evil 

 God, (though all-powerful and invulnerable) feels pain and grief!  
 
Mark 7 

 Nothing from outside a man makes him unclean – so no external devil! 

 All evil begins in men’s hearts, this is what makes him spiritually unclean 
 
Psalm 119 

 Purity, the opposite of uncleanness, comes from following the Bible (again: there’s 
no 3rd party mentioned, no external devil) 
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James 1 

 God cannot be tempted with sin 

 God does not tempt us with sinful desires 

 All of our sinful temptations come from within, from in our hearts 

 Sin is only committed when those desires (temptations) are acted upon 

 Death is the sentence directly following acting on a sinful desire (c.f. Gen 2) 

 There is no external agency involved (no external devil: c.f. Mark 7, Psalm 119) 
 
Romans 7 

 By dying to Christ we escape the death sentence of sin 

 Paul is torn: there’s a war going on inside of him (Christ vs the devil) 

 His sinful nature (nothing good in his heart) always wins through in his daily life 

 In his present condition there is no escape: he despairs of his life 

 He recognizes an escape in Jesus Christ 
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We Will All Be Changed 
 

What and where are Heaven and Hell? And if there is an afterlife, how does it work? 
Here is what the Bible teaches concerning the place, inhabitants, and accessibility of Heaven 
and Hell, as well as the resurrection of the dead: 
 
Part 1: Afterlife: The Resurrection 

 
ACTS 2 
22"Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man 

accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God 
did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was 
handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and 
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to 
the cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold 
on him. 25David said about him:  

"'I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken. 26Therefore my heart is glad and my 
tongue rejoices; my body also will live in hope, 27because you will not 
abandon me to the grave, [Greek “hades,” King James Version 
“hell”] nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 28You have made 
known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your 
presence.' 29"Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch 
David died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30But he 
was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he 
would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31Seeing what was 
ahead, he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32God has raised 
this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33Exalted to the 
right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised 
Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34For 
David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  

"'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand 35until I 
make your enemies a footstool for your feet."'  

 
JOHN 5 
19Jesus gave them this answer: "I tell you the truth, the Son 

can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father 
doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20For the 
Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, to your 
amazement he will show him even greater things than these. 21For 
just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son 
gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22Moreover, the Father 
judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23that all 
may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not 
honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.  
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24"I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes 
him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has 
crossed over from death to life. 25I tell you the truth, a time is coming 
and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God and those who hear will live. 26For as the Father has life in 
himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 27And he 
has given him authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.  

28"Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all 
who are in their graves will hear his voice 29and come out--those who 
have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will 
rise to be condemned. 30By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I 
hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him 
who sent me. 

 
1 CORINTHIANS 15 
12But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the 

dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 13If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ 
has been raised. 14And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is 
useless and so is your faith. 15More than that, we are then found to be 
false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he 
raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the 
dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has 
not been raised either. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith 
is futile; you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen 
asleep in Christ are lost. 19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, 
we are to be pitied more than all men.  

20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came 
through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But 
each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, 
those who belong to him. 24Then the end will come, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death. 27For he "has put everything under his feet." Now when it says 
that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not 
include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 28When he 
has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who 
put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.  

…35But someone may ask, "How are the dead raised? With 
what kind of body will they come?" 36How foolish! What you sow 
does not come to life unless it dies. 37When you sow, you do not 
plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of 
something else. 38But God gives it a body as he has determined, and 
to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39All flesh is not the same: 
Men have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and 
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fish another. 40There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly 
bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the 
splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41The sun has one kind of 
splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs 
from star in splendor.  

42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that 
is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in 
dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power; 44it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there 
is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45So it is written: "The 
first man Adam became a living being [KJV soul]"; the last Adam, a 
lifegiving spirit. 46The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and 
after that the spiritual. 47The first man was of the dust of the earth, 
the second man from heaven. 48As was the earthly man, so are those 
who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also are 
those who are of heaven. 49And just as we have borne the likeness of 
the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from 
heaven.  

50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the 
imperishable. 51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but 
we will all be changed-- 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed. 53For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 
54When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come 
true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory."  

 
Part 2: So what is Heaven for? 

  
PSALM 115 
16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he 

has given to man. 17 It is not the dead who praise the LORD, those 
who go down to silence; 18 it is we who extol the LORD, both now 
and forevermore. Praise the LORD.  

 
MATTHEW 18 
1At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, "Who is 

the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" 2He called a little child and 
had him stand among them. 3And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless 
you change and become like little children, you will never enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 4Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this 
child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 5"And whoever 
welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me. 6But if 
anyone causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him to have a large millstone hung around his 
neck and to be drowned in the depths of the sea. 7"Woe to the world 
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because of the things that cause people to sin! Such things must 
come, but woe to the man through whom they come! 8If your hand 
or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better 
for you to enter life maimed or crippled than to have two hands or 
two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you 
to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life 
with one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of 
hell. 10"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For 
I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father 
in heaven.  

 
Part 3: And what is Hell? 
 Hebrew word (Old Testament): “sheol” = pit – used to be translated “hell” (e.g. 
King James Version, is now translated “grave,” e.g. New International Version) 
 Greek word (New Testament): “hades” = grave – used to be translated “hell” (e.g. 
King James Version, is now translated “grave,” e.g. New International Version) 
 Greek word (New Testament): “Gehenna” = place name “Valley of Hinnom” 
 

 
Figure 1: “Gehenna”: The Valley of Hinnom. Landfill/Garbage dump in a valley on Jerusalem’s south side, 
from (at least) 600 B.C. to the present day. Fires burned ‘continuously’ in Gehenna to dispose of meat. The 
bodies of executed criminals were also burned in Gehenna (they were killed before the burning began). 
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JOB 11 
1 Then Zophar the Naamathite replied: 
2 "Are all these words to go unanswered? Is this talker [Job] 

to be vindicated? 3 Will your idle talk reduce men to silence? Will no 
one rebuke you when you mock? 4 You say to God, 'My beliefs are 
flawless and I am pure in your sight.' 5 Oh, how I wish that God 
would speak, that he would open his lips against you 6 and disclose to 
you the secrets of wisdom, for true wisdom has two sides. Know this: 
God has even forgotten some of your sin.  

7 "Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the 
limits of the Almighty? 8 They are higher than the heavens-what can 
you do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave [Hebrew: 
“sheol,” King James Version “deeper than hell”] -what can you 
know? 9 Their measure is longer than the earth and wider than the 
sea. 

 
MATTHEW 11 
20Then Jesus began to denounce the cities in which most of 

his miracles had been performed, because they did not repent. 
21"Woe to you, Korazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! If the miracles that 
were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22But I tell you, 
it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon on the day of judgment 
than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the 
skies? No, you will go down to the depths. [Greek “hades,” grave; 
King James Version “brought down to hell”] If the miracles that 
were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have 
remained to this day. 24But I tell you that it will be more bearable for 
Sodom on the day of judgment than for you."  

25At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the 
wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26Yes, Father, 
for this was your good pleasure.  

 
JEREMIAH 7 
30 " 'The people of Judah have done evil in my eyes, declares 

the LORD. They have set up their detestable idols in the house that 
bears my Name and have defiled it. 31 They have built the high places 
of Topheth in the Valley of Ben Hinnom to burn their sons and 
daughters in the fire-something I did not command, nor did it enter 
my mind. 32 So beware, the days are coming, declares the LORD, 
when people will no longer call it Topheth or the Valley of Ben 
Hinnom, but the Valley of Slaughter, for they will bury the dead in 
Topheth until there is no more room. 33 Then the carcasses of this 
people will become food for the birds of the air and the beasts of the 
earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away. 34 I will bring 
an end to the sounds of joy and gladness and to the voices of bride 
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and bridegroom in the towns of Judah and the streets of Jerusalem, 
for the land will become desolate. 

 
 

MATTHEW 10 
28Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill 

the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. [Greek: “Gehenna”] 29Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will 
of your Father. 30And even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows.  

32"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also 
acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 33But whoever 
disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in 
heaven.  

34"Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the 
earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 35For I have come 
to turn 'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law-- 36a man's enemies will be 
the members of his own household.' 

37"Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is 
not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son or daughter more than 
me is not worthy of me; 38and anyone who does not take his cross 
and follow me is not worthy of me. 39Whoever finds his life will lose 
it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.  
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Part 1: Afterlife: The Resurrection 
Acts 2 

 It is impossible for those who God deems righteous to remain dead 

 Again, ‘hades,’ once translated ‘hell,’ now translated ‘grave’ 

 David, deemed righteous through faith (see Hebrews 11), is in ‘hades’: the evidence 
is his tomb, proving hades = grave 

 Jesus was in ‘hades,’ was released by resurrection from God 

 Since Jesus most powerful human there must be no other way out of the grave than 
resurrection by God 

 The righteous, (e.g. David) do not ascend to heaven when they die (Important!) 
 
John 5 

 Jesus was granted the power of resurrection from God 

 A time is coming when all who are in the graves will rise 

 A distinction will then be made between the ‘good’ and the ‘bad’ 

 The distinction will centre on what they have done in their life (Remember Session 3: 
free will, Genesis 3) 

 The good will live forever, the bad will die forever 
 
1 Corinthians 15 

 Salvation comes through holding firm the gospel 

 Salvation is conditional (Important!): “if” you hold the word firmly  

 The existence of the word “if” in the Bible proves we have free will: not predestined 

 The foundation of our hope is Christ’s resurrection: else all is meaningless 

 The gospel hope is centered on the future life: not this one! 

 Adam’s nature (which is ours) guarantees death. Christ’s actions offer life 

 Death will be done away altogether 

 (God remains superior to Jesus, even during Jesus’ reign in the kingdom) 

 The resurrected body is as similar to the mortal body as a plant is to its seed 

 The power of death is sin, defined by the law (again, no mention of a devil) 

 Not everyone dies, some righteous will be alive at Christ’s return (see Matt 25) 

 But all will be changed: the (righteous) mortal will become immortal 
 
 
Part 2: Heaven 
Psalm 115 

 God dwells in heaven, man does not. Man dwells on Earth 
 
Matthew 18 

 There will be a ‘kingdom of heaven’ 

 Angels also dwell in heaven – where they see God’s face (Remember Session 1: man 
cannot see God’s face and live: Exodus 33-34) 
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Part 3: Hell 
Job 11 

 Hebrew word ‘sheol’ is translated ‘hell’ in some versions, still means ‘grave’ or ‘pit.’ 
 
Matthew 11 

 Greek word ‘hades’ is sometimes translated ‘hell’, but still means ‘grave’ or ‘pit.’ 

 They were sent to the grave because they did not repent from their sins 
 
Jeremiah 7 

 Valley of Hinnom (Greek: ‘Gehenna’) is where idolaters burned human sacrifices 

 God decrees that Gehenna will one day form a huge graveyard 

 [History: Gehenna was and is used as a garbage dump where meat refuse is burned] 
 
Matthew 10 

 Men can kill the human body but cannot kill the soul (Remember Session 3: clay + 
God’s breath = soul = life, Genesis 2 and Psalm 104) 

 God can kill both the body and terminate the soul (life) in ‘Gehenna’ 
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Crouching At Your Door 
 

In this session we will establish both who the Devil “isn’t” in scripture and who the devil “is.”  
We start with the age-old question: Is “the Devil” a valid scriptural character? To do this we’ll look 

at some of the many titles attributed to Jesus (as a test case), and see how they fit together, and then look at 
the many titles attributed to the Devil, and see how they fit together.  
 
Constructing the scriptural character: “Jesus” 
 Firstly we compile the list of titles that are most commonly proposed to belong to Jesus. We select 
eight: Christ, Lord, Saviour, Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man, Son of David, High Priest and see how they 
fit together in scripture.  
 

No. Direct Argument: 
“Jesus =…” 

No. of 
Proofs 

Example Proof 

1 Jesus = Christ 267 1 John 2:22 
Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? 

2 Jesus = Lord 168 Acts 2:36 
“Let all the house of Israel therefore know assuredly that God has 
made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”  

3 Jesus = Saviour 10 2 Timothy 1:10 
…the appearing of our Saviour Christ Jesus, who abolished death 
and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  

4 Jesus = Messiah 1 John 4:25-26 
The woman said to him, ”I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 
called Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things.” Jesus said 
to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 

5 Jesus = Son of 
God 

17 John 20:31 
…but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name 

6 Jesus = Son of 
Man 

4 John 8:28 
So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of man, then you 
will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority 
but speak thus as the Father taught me.” 

7 Jesus = Son of 
David 

16 Luke 1:31-32 
“And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne 
of his father David…” 

8 Jesus = High 
Priest 

6 Hebrews 3:1 
Therefore, holy brethren, who share in a heavenly call, consider Jesus, 
the apostle and high priest of our confession. 

9 Christ = Lord 113 Acts 10:36 
“You know the word which he sent to Israel, preaching good news of 
peace by Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all)…” 

10 Christ = Saviour 11 Luke 2:11 
“…for to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord.” 

11 Christ = Messiah 122 John 1:41 
He first found his brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means Christ). 

12 Christ = Son of 
God 

11 Matthew 26:63-64 
…The high priest said to him, “I charge you under oath by the living 
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God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” “Yes, it is as you 
say,” Jesus replied.  

13 Christ = Son of 
Man 

1 Matthew 16:13-18 
…he asked his disciples, “Who do men say that the Son of man 
is?”… Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” 

14 Christ = Son of 
David 

4 Matthew 1:1 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son 
of Abraham. 

15 Christ = High 
Priest 

3 Hebrews 9:11 
But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that 
have come… 

16 Lord = Saviour 7 Philippians 3:20 
But our commonwealth is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, 
the Lord Jesus Christ… 

17 Lord = Son of 
God 

2 1 Corinthians 1:9 
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

18 Son of God = 
Saviour 

1 1 John 4:14 
And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son as the 
Saviour of the world. 

19 Son of God = Son 
of Man 

2 John 5:25-27 
…the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God… For as the Father 
has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in 
himself, and has given him authority to execute judgment, because he 
is the Son of Man. 

20 Son of God = 
High Priest 

2 Hebrews 4:14 
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the 
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 

 Total: 20 
independent 
arguments 

370 20 independent, connected arguments. 
A total of 370 independent proofs establish this. 

Table 1: Scriptural proofs demonstrating that the listed titles all refer to the single character “Jesus.”  
 

Figure 1 shows a graphical representation of the information in Table 1. In all 20 arguments are 
successfully established by scriptural proof, in total 370 independent verses are employed, (a full listing of 
these verses is given in Appendix A). 

How does Figure 1 help us in our study? We have successfully demonstrated that even though we 
meet different titles, the Bible itself shows us that these titles relate together to demonstrate the singular 
character of Jesus. 
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Figure 1: Construction of the character of “Jesus” in the Bible using explicit, independent scriptural proofs. The numbered bars 
refer to the numbered arguments in Tables 1a and 1b. 
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Constructing the scriptural character: “Devil” 
We approach the construction of the “Devil” in the identical manner as the above. Firstly we 

compile the list of titles that are most commonly proposed to belong to the Devil. Again we select eight: 
Satan, Beelzebub, Lucifer, Prince of Darkness, Prince of Demons, Serpent, Demon, Fallen Angel; and the 
results are tabulated in Table 2. 
 

No. Direct Argument: 
“Devil =…” 

No. of 
Proofs 

Example Proof 

A1 Devil = Satan 2 Revelation 12:9 
And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is 
called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world--he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 
him. 

- Devil = Beelzebub 0 No proof found: argument fails 

- Devil = Lucifer 0 No proof found: argument fails  

- Devil = Prince of 
Darkness 

0 No proof found: argument fails 

- Devil = Prince of 
Demons 

0 No proof found: argument fails 

A2 Devil = Serpent 2 Revelation 20:2 
And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the Devil and 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years… 

- Devil = Demon 0 No proof found: argument fails 

- Devil = Fallen 
Angel 

0 No proof found: argument fails 

B1 Beelzebub = 
Prince of Demons 

3 Matthew 12:24 
But when the Pharisees heard it they said, “It is only by Beelzebub, 
the prince of demons, that this man casts out demons.” 

A1 
A2 

Serpent = Satan 2 Revelation 12:9 & 20:2 - both verses already employed in Table 1a 

  2 More arguments fail than succeed. Only 2 independent verses can be 
found to connect an argument (c.f. 370 for Jesus!) 

Table 2: Scriptural proofs demonstrating that the listed titles all refer to the single character: “Devil.” 
 

Figure 2 reveals the result of attempting to construct the character of the Devil in scripture. The 
titles of the argument cannot in general be connected. Some terms do not appear in the Bible: e.g. “Prince 
of Darkness”; others are extremely rare; e.g. “Beelzebub,” “Prince of Demons” and “Lucifer” (the latter 
exists only once in the Bible (Isaiah 14:12) – where it refers to the King of Babylon (see Isaiah 14:4). In all 
only 2 arguments can be linked together and these only using quotes from Revelation – a book of dreams 
given to John as symbols for expounding the end times!  
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Figure 2: Construction of the character of “Devil” in the Bible using explicit, independent scriptural proofs. The numbered bars 
refer to the numbered arguments in Tables 2a and 2b. 

 
The case for a supernatural devil cannot be argued from scripture, therefore, as Figure 2 shows. 
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Who Tempted Christ? 
MATTHEW 3-4 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14But 

John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?" 15Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness." Then John consented.  

16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 
and lighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased." 

1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 
2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter came to him 
and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread." 4Jesus 
answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.' " 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had 
him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6"If you are the Son of God," he said, 
"throw yourself down. For it is written:  

   " 'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in 
their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.' " 

7Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to 
the test.'"  
8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and their splendor. 9"All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow 
down and worship me."  

10Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the 
Lord your God, and serve him only.' " 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and 
attended him. 

 
JOHN 3 
25   Then there arose a question between some of John's disciples and the 

Jews about purifying.26   And they came unto John, and said unto him, Rabbi, he that 
was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom thou barest witness, behold, the same 
baptizeth, and all men come to him. 27   John answered and said, A man can receive 
nothing, except it be given him from heaven. 28   Ye yourselves bear me witness, that 
I said, I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. 29   He that hath the bride 
is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth 
him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is 
fulfilled. 30   He must increase, but I must decrease. 31   He that cometh from above is 
above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he that cometh 
from heaven is above all. 32   And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and 
no man receiveth his testimony. 33   He that hath received his testimony hath set to 
his seal that God is true. 34   For he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of 
God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto him. 35   The Father loveth the 
Son, and hath given all things into his hand. 36   He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him. 
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JAMES 1 
1James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes 

scattered among the nations:  
Greetings.  
2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 

3because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. 
4Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not 
lacking anything. 5If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him. 6But when he asks, 
he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. 7That man should not think he will receive anything 
from the Lord; 8he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.  

9The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high 
position. 10But the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he 
will pass away like a wild flower. 11For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers 
the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich man 
will fade away even while he goes about his business.  

12Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood 
the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love 
him. 13When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14but each one is tempted when, by his 
own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15Then, after desire has conceived, it 
gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  

16Don't be deceived, my dear brothers. 17Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change 
like shifting shadows. 18He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we 
might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 

 
HEBREWS 4 
12For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged 

sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the 
thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's 
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we 
must give account.  

14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For we do 
not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are--yet was without sin. 16Let us 
then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help us in our time of need.  
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Who Tempted Christ?      Matthew 4:1-11 
 

 
 
 
 

Potential 
Tempter 

Reality of 3rd 
Temptation 

Nature of God  Nature of 
Temptation 

Who Died? 

Relevant scripture 
Isaiah 45:5-6 
John 3:34-36 

Relevant scripture 
James 1:12-18 

Relevant scripture 
Hebrews 4:14-16 

Relevant scripture 
Hebrews 2:14-15 

Relevant argument 
3rd temptation was 
real, so tempter has 
unlimited supply 
of God’s power  

Relevant argument 
Teaching on how 
temptation occurs 
and what God does 
and does not do 

Relevant argument 
Jesus was tempted 
the same way I am. 
So who/ what do I 
know tempts me? 

Relevant argument 
The devil died on 
the cross when 
Jesus did. So who 
died? 

 
God 

 

 

   

 
Jesus 

 

  

  

 
Supernatural 

Devil 
 

 

   

 
Obedient 

Angel 
 

 

   

 
Disobedient 

Angel 
 

 

   

 
Human 

Man 
 

 

   

 
Something 

Else 
 

 

   

Relevant Footnote: Appreciate the timing of the temptation –  immediately after Jesus receives the unlimited 
supply of God’s power at his baptism (Matthew 3:13-16). This is highly characteristic of the human 
experience: temptation arrives directly we have the opportunity to abuse it. 
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Relevant argument 
Jesus was tempted 
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what do I know 
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Relevant argument 
The devil died on 
the cross when 
Jesus did. So who 
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So who is “The Devil”? 
MATTHEW 16 
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 
17 Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not 

revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah. 

21From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and 
teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, Lord!" he said. "This shall 
never happen to you!"  

23Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling 
block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men."  

 
JOHN 6 
63 "The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have 

spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 64Yet there are some of you who do not 
believe." For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe 
and who would betray him. 65He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one 
can come to me unless the Father has enabled him." 66From this time many of his 
disciples turned back and no longer followed him.  

67"You do not want to leave too, do you?" Jesus asked the Twelve.  
68Simon Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 

words of eternal life. 69We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God." 
70Then Jesus replied, "Have I not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a devil!" 
71(He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve, was 
later to betray him.) 

 
1 TIMOTHY 3 
8Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not indulging in 

much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9They must keep hold of the deep 
truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10They must first be tested; and then if 
there is nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. 11In the same way, their 
wives are to be women worthy of respect, not malicious talkers [Greek: devils!] but 
temperate and trustworthy in everything.  

12A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage his 
children and his household well. 13Those who have served well gain an excellent 
standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ Jesus.  

 
 
TITUS 2 
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1You must teach what is in accord with sound doctrine. 2Teach the older men 
to be temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in 
endurance. 3Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not 
to be slanderers [Greek: devils!] or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 
4Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, 5to be 
self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their 
husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God.  

6Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7In everything set 
them an example by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 
8and soundness of speech that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you 
may be ashamed because they have nothing bad to say about us.  

 
LUKE 22 
39Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed 

him. 40On reaching the place, he said to them, "Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation." 41He withdrew about a stone's throw beyond them, knelt down and 
prayed, 42"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours 
be done." 43An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. 44And 
being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood 
falling to the ground. 

45When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them 
asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46"Why are you sleeping?" he asked them. "Get up 
and pray so that you will not fall into temptation."  

 
HEBREWS 2 
9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned 

with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he 
might taste death for everyone.  

10In bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect 
through suffering. 11Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy 
are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 12He says,  

"I will declare your name to my brothers; in the presence of the congregation 
I will sing your praises." 13And again, "I will put my trust in him." And again he says, 
"Here am I, and the children God has given me." 14Since the children have flesh and 
blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him 
who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- 15and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by their fear of death. 16For surely it is not angels he helps, but 
Abraham's descendants. 17For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in 
every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
service to God, and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 
18Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are 
being tempted.  
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TABLE 

 The characteristics of the devil from this passage are three: must be able to deliver all countries of 
the world, must comply with scriptural teaching on temptation in James 1 (from within) and 
Hebrews 4 (Jesus was tempted then the same way we are now) 

 Jesus was tempted by his own desires, his own mind. This is the only possibility that satisfies all the 
above requirements: THIS IS THE DEVIL – a human’s desire not to follow God’s will 

 Notice the closing verse: if the devil leaves and angels come, the devil was not an angel 

 Appreciate the timing of the temptation – immediately after Jesus receives the unlimited supply of 
God’s power at his baptism (Matthew 3:13-16). This is classically characteristic of the human 
experience: temptation arrives directly we have the opportunity to abuse it 

 Jesus was tempted to give in to natural human desires which were contrary to God’s will: 
but he disposed of those desires. This is his victory over the devil 

 Note the account in Luke says the devil would come back to Jesus: ‘at an opportune time’ (Luke 
4:13) 

 
Matthew 16 

 Peter, a human man, was called Satan. Not possessed by Satan, but actually Satan 

 The reason Peter was called Satan was because he gave in to human temptation to want to fight 
for Jesus, which was not God’s will 

 
John 6 

 Judas, a human man, was a devil. Not possessed by the devil, but actually a devil 

 The reason Judas was a devil was because he gave in to human temptation to betray Jesus for 
money 

 
1 Timothy 3 

 Deacon’s wives can be devils if they talk maliciously 

 This is because the mouth produces the contents of the heart (see Luke 6:45) and so the devilish 
behaviour is defined as having evil thoughts in your heart. 

 
Titus 2 

 Older women can be devils if they slander 

 This is because the mouth produces the contents of the heart (see Luke 6:45) and so the devilish 
behaviour is defined as having evil thoughts in your heart 

 
Luke 22 

 Jesus had in mind the temptation to do his own will: contrary to God’s. But he subdued it and did 
God’s will anyway! 

 This is how he fought the devil and won! 

 (This is also the ‘opportune time’ when the devil returned, as Luke 4:13 said it would.) 
 
 
Hebrews 2 

 Jesus destroyed the one with the power of death by resisting temptation 

 Luke 22 (the events in the Garden of Gethsemane) shows us the one with the power of death is our 
innate desire not to follow God’s will 

 Once more: the desire to serve self and abandon God’s will is defined as the devil in the Bible 
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 This desire (the devil) was destroyed by Christ and he became the opportunity of life for all men 
(Romans 5:18) 

 
Notice how the passages from John 6 and Matthew 16 complete the earlier Figure 2 on the Bible 

representation of the Devil. 
 
 

 

Figure 3: Completion of ‘The Devil’ in the Bible using independent scriptural proofs. 
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He Took Up Our Infirmities 
 

What does the Bible mean when it makes reference to 

demons? An answer to this question could help us come to a deeper 

understanding of our own human condition and the way that God 

takes care of us.  

 

What are Demons? 

In order to understand the topic more fully, we need to first 

establish where the word “demon” appears in the Bible. We find the 

vast majority of these references within the four gospels (Table 1), in 

the New Testament. Indeed one is 60 times more likely to encounter 

the word “demon” in a gospel record than any other part of 

scripture. Because of this we center our attention on the gospels in 

order to develop an understanding of the scriptural usage of the word 

“demon.” 

 

Occurrence of 

Demon, Demons 

Old Testament Four Gospels Remaining 

New Testament 

NIV 3 47 8 

NASB 3 45 7 

RSV 2 49 6 

NKJV 4 47 7 

Average 3 ± 1 47 ± 2 7  ± 1 

 
Table 1: Appearance of the word ‘demon’ within the scriptural record, counted in four popular versions of the 
Bible: New International Version (NIV), New American Standard Bible (NASB), Revised Standard Version 
(RSV) and the New King James Version (NKJV). More than 80% of the occurrences are within just 7.5% of 
the Bible (the four gospels). 

 

 After reading through all of the accounts of the word 

“demon” in scripture we can suggest right away with some 

confidence that “demon” is used to describe a medical problem 

(either physical or mental). Scripture presents the demon-possessed 

as mentally and/or physically sick, and Jesus Christ as the one 

through whom the power of God, the Holy Spirit, acts to dispel the 

demon (heal the sick). An important aspect of the gospel message, 

which should not be lost in the discussion, is that there is never a 

struggle between Christ and demons, i.e. no demon ever inflicts harm 

on the Lord Jesus – there is no comparability in power. Jesus has the 

power to dispel illness and disease, and illness and disease has no 
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power to harm Christ: definitively therefore a ‘gospel’ (good news) 

message. 

 To prove this proposed understanding of the term, 

the word “demon” will be tested against a wide and representative 

range of usage in scripture. Some people believe demons are 

supernatural creatures; are led by an arch supernatural creature (the 

Devil? Satan?); that they are pitted in eternal struggle against the 

Almighty; that they live under the earth; and, for some reason best 

known to them, that they delight in occupying (‘possessing’) human 

men and women. It is important to examine what the Bible teaches 

about the subject rather than relying solely on popular conceptions, 

although the directive of this article is to establish truth rather than to 

disprove untruths. 

 

The Ever-present Medical Context 

When ‘demons’ are mentioned in the gospels there is 

synonymously a preponderant presence of an adverse medical 

condition. In 13 of the 17 Gospel stories about demons there is 

explicit mention of an adverse medical condition associated with the 

‘demon’ (Table 2). This in itself is suggestive that demons are 

connected with medical conditions. The converse is also true. There 

is an invariable absence of a healthy person with a demon. If a 

demon is not a medical condition, why are there no incidents where 

healthy people have demons?  

 

Here are some typical examples of incidents involving 

demons: 

 

Then they brought [Jesus] a demon-possessed man who was 

blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and 

see. (Matthew 12:22) 

 

[The disciples] drove out many demons and anointed many 

sick people with oil and healed them. (Mark 6:13) 

           

Even while the boy was coming, the demon threw him to the 

ground in a convulsion. But Jesus rebuked the evil spirit, healed the 

boy and gave him back to his father. (Luke 9:42) 
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 Case of Demons Direct references 

to 

Moral context 

Direct references 

to Medical 

context 

No direct 

implication of 

medical or moral 

context 

1 Mute man  Matthew 9:34 

Luke 11:14 

 

2 John Baptist  Matthew 11:18  

3 Convulsive boy  Matthew 17:14 

Luke 9:42 

 

4 Many   Matthew 7:21 

5 Syrophenician girl   Mark 7:26 

6 Man in synagogue   Luke 4:33 

7 Legion  Matthew 8:31 

Mark 5:12 

Luke 8:27 

 

8 Jews ‘Beelzebub’ 

accusation 

 Matthew 9:34 

Matthew 12:24 

Mark 3:22 

Luke 11:15 

 

9 Jew’s accusation   John 8:49 

10 Jew’s accusation  John 10:20  

11 Commissioned disciples  Matthew 10:8 

Mark 6:13 

Luke 9:1; 10:17 

 

12 Many at evening  Mark 1:34 

Luke 4:41 

 

13 Leper  Mark 1:39  

14 Believers  Mark 16:17  

15 Mary  Luke 8:2 

Mark 16:9 

 

16 Disciples’ witness   Luke 9:49 

Mark 9:38 

17 Jesus’ directive to Herod  Luke 13:32  

 
Table 2: An exhaustive listing of all 17 instances of the occurrence of demons in the four Gospel records. The 
results clearly demonstrate the use of the word ‘demon’ to refer to a medical, and not moral, context. 
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Supporting this idea we notice that in each case of demon-

possession, there is an invariable synchronicity of the departure of 

the demon and the end of the adverse medical condition.  

 

Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of the boy, and he 

was healed from that moment. (Matthew 17:18) 

 

[Jesus] replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and 

heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my 

goal.’” (Luke 13:32) 

 

This is entirely to be expected if the demon does indeed refer 

to the medical condition, but a bizarre and abstruse coincidence 

otherwise. Furthermore, we note that the symptoms of “demon 

possession” match exactly symptoms of known medical conditions: 

conditions that are tractable with modern medicines.  

 

The Invariable Absence of Moral Context 

  One other persuasive detail is that there is no mention of 

moral condemnation to a demon to be found in any of the events 

(see Table 2). In truth, it is quite the reverse. Jesus invariably interacts 

with the demon-possessed people in sympathy and the text 

correspondingly records an act of healing, not of condemnation or 

moral correction in each case. This fact supports the Gospel message 

that the demon refers to the illness. It would constitute a gross 

dereliction of duty by Jesus if he had encountered the minions of 

Satan and failed to morally condemn them. 

And correspondingly, not only is there an absence of moral 

condemnation in the presence of demons: the reverse is also true. 

When the subject of Jesus’ ministry becomes moral criticism (e.g. 

Matthew 23), Jesus never refers to demons. Of the 16 metaphors and 

descriptions given to those morally criticized in Matthew’s gospel it is 

instructive that the word “demon” is never used (Table 3). 
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 Description given to those receiving 

moral criticism 

References (Gospel of Matthew) 

1 Satan (2) 4:10, 16:23 

2 You of little faith (5) 6:30, 8:26, 14:31, 16:8, 17:20 

3 Hypocrites (11) 6:5, 6:16, 15:7, 22:18, 23:13, 23:15, 23:23, 

23:25, 23:27, 23:28, 23:29 

4 Pagans 6:32 

5 Evil (2) 7:11, 7:23 

6 (ferocious) Wolves (2) 7:15,10:16 

7 Children 11:16 

8 Brood of vipers (2) 12:34, 23:33 

9 Wicked (and adulterous) generation (4) 12:39, 12:45, 13:49, 16:4 

10 Callous, deaf & blind 13:14-15 

11 Blind guides/fools/men (6) 15:14, 23:16, 23:17, 23:19, 23:24, 23:26 

12 Unbelieving and perverse generation 17:17 

13 Hardhearted 19:8 

14 Snakes 23:33 

15 Sinners 26:45 

16 Betrayer 26:46 

 
Table 3: An exhaustive listing of all 42 occasions on which Jesus pronounces moral criticism in the Gospel of 
Matthew. Of the 16 descriptions employed of the morally guilty, the term “demon” never appears. 

 
An Example Case: Legion 

One of the most well known cases of demon-possession in 

the Bible is that of “Legion” in Mark 5, and it is a case often cited in 

support of the common view, that demons are evil supernatural 

beings infesting the minds of men. However the scriptural evidence 

supports the Gospel message of demons as a sickness, and 

confounds any other interpretation. Take a moment to read Mark 

5:1-20. 

 It is clear from the text that the sole possessor of 

supernatural power in the incident is Jesus Christ. The “demons” 

were unable to leave Legion, nor could they enter the pigs on their 

own. Rather, Legion/the demons had to ask Jesus to effect the 

transition (Mark 5:12). Similarly, the demons could not leave the pigs 

once Jesus had put them there. One would anticipate a supernatural 

demon to “bail out” of the pigs and into the nearest possessible mind 
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when they saw the pigs heading towards the edge of the cliff! Rather 

the Biblical text everywhere implies the demons are unable to move 

themselves around (Mark 5:8,10,12,13). These details are consistent 

with the description of a mental illness. First there is a mad man 

(Mark 5:3-5) and sane pigs (Mark 5:11), then there is a sane man 

(Mark 5:15) and mad pigs (Mark 5:13) – and the only one with power 

to change anything is Jesus Christ. 

 The demons also have no persistent personality: i.e. 

nothing survives of them after the transfer. If the demons are 

“characters” in themselves, we would expect their personality to be 

maintained after being switched from Legion to the pigs. However 

when the demons are in Legion the result behaves like a 

schizophrenically mad (mentally sick) man (Mark 5:3-5,9) and when 

the demons are in the pigs the result behaves like a herd of mad 

(mentally sick) pigs (Mark 5:13). If the demons maintained a 

character or personality of their own, we would expect them to be 

able to continue to think and reason with Jesus after their transfer 

into the pigs – after all the Bible shows that in the presence of 

supernatural forces it is possible for an animal to talk (e.g. Genesis 

3:1, Numbers 22:28). Yet the pigs didn’t talk. The demons only had 

the ability to reason when they were in the man (Mark 5:12). The 

reasoning stays with the man (Mark 5:15) – none of it goes with the 

demons into the pigs. This is central to understanding the gospel 

message concerning demons. The demons are the illness.  

 Equally compelling, and consistent, is the result. After 

the “exorcism” of the demons from Legion the Bible says: 

 

…they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of 

demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind… (Mark 5:15) 

 

The absence of the demons is synonymous with the (re)-

establishment of a sound mind in the man. The demons relate to the 

mental illness, and, of greater importance, the central message is the 

Good News that Jesus is able to heal those who are sick, which 

healing he achieves from his compassion and desire to perform his 

Father’s will, and the Spirit with which the Father has blessed him. 

 

Remaining question 

We have established that demons refer to illnesses which 

Jesus is shown to cure in the gospels. But we may still ask: Why 

would the metaphor be used at all? Isn’t it confusing and implies 

something that isn’t true? 
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The metaphor is actually not confusing, provided we consider 

strictly what the metaphor implies, and not what several centuries of 

Western civilization has put on top of it. The logical implications of a 

“demon” as a metaphor for an illness are fourfold. It implies: 

 

 There is something amiss. 

 That which is amiss is within the human body. 

 It is extra to the human condition: it’s not a normal 

part of a healthy person. 

 If this extra ‘feature’ is dispelled, the correct 

conditions will be restored. 

 

 This metaphor is not misleading, therefore, for all 

these implications faithfully reflect the truth of the matter, and there 

are no logical implications beyond those listed above. What is 

misleading is what is added to the (innocent) metaphor by the later 

designs and suppositions of certain cultures. The culture of the 

Western world, for example, uses the word ‘demon’ to indicate a 

small, often red-hued, supernatural creature. These associations are 

found strictly in imagery and literature external to the Bible.  

The use of a graphic metaphor itself should not be a surprise, 

even if the explicit mechanics of the metaphor depart from scientific 

accuracy. Today in the 21st century we commonly use metaphors that 

are non-literal and unscientific in their mechanical description of the 

world. For example we use the phrase “the four corners of the 

Earth” in modern speech (and it also appears in the Bible – 

Revelation 7:1). But at no point do we mean to imply that the Earth 

is flat and square: we merely use the phrase as a rhetorical way to 

describe the most distant parts of the Earth. We also use the 

metaphor of “sunrise.” Yet we are fully aware that it is the Earth that 

turns and not the sun that rises, or sets. It is cumbersome to describe 

the actual mechanics of the situation of the Earth rotating and the 

sun becoming visible from the observer’s standpoint, and hence the 

convenient metaphor of ‘sunrise’ is employed, both in the Bible (e.g. 

Mark 16:2) and in modern speech. In the same way the word 

‘demons’ is implied as a metaphor for illness in scripture. The 

confusion arises because this metaphor has grown to mean 

something very different in the modern day, solely through 

contributions of other cultural imagery and literature. 
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The Last Word 

  

When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were 

brought to [Jesus], and he drove out the spirits with a word and 

healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the 

prophet Isaiah: “He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.”  

(Matthew 8:16-17 quoting Isaiah 53:4) 

 

The beauty of the quote is that while Isaiah speaks only of 

Jesus bearing the weight of the medical conditions of the people and 

says nothing whatever of demons, the gospel quote shows the 

fulfillment of the verse happening as Jesus “drives out the spirits” of 

the “demon-possessed.” Thus we conclude with full confidence that 

when the Bible refers to “demons,” it speaks metaphorically of 

adverse medical conditions, and that Jesus has the power to dispel 

them is very good news indeed. 

The Bible’s purpose in giving us stories such as these found 

in the New Testament is not to scare us with the possibility of 

terrible evil overcoming our own bodies. Rather the gospel accounts 

should give us great comfort that whatever state we are in or physical 

illness we are facing, God has the power to heal us. There is no 

illness, physical or mental, too great for God to cure. These thoughts 

assure us that while these physical infirmities may feel unconquerable 

and overwhelmingly debilitating, if we come to our Father in prayer 

and ask Him for healing, He can cure us if it is His will. How 

encouraging this Biblical picture is! There is no calamity that God 

does not have the power to overcome.  
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Timeline of God’s Plan 
 
Bible Overview: The Bible 

The Bible is more a library than a book, comprising a total of 66 books in two 

separate Testaments (Testament means ‘promise’). Each of the Testaments subdivides into 

groups of books with recognizable themes or commonalities (see Figure 1). The first 18 

books focus on history, from the creation of man through the captivity of the Israelite 

people in Babylon. The subsequent 4 books contain poetic and philosophical writings. The 

last section of the Old Testament is a series of 17 books focusing on prophecies concerning 

the nation of Israel, their surrounding neighbors, and the God’s plan for the future of the 

world. The New Testament can be divided into three sections; the first four books, called 

the gospels, giving an account of the history of Jesus and the early apostles, the next 21 

being letters written by the apostles regarding moral conduct, and the last book, Revelation, 

which is a prophecy of God’s future plan for the end times. 
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In the Image of God (Adam) 
 

We will be examining: 

 How was the world and man created? 

      Genesis 1 – 2 

 The fall of man and origin of sin  

      Genesis 3 (Session 3 p.22) 

 The story of Cain and Abel. Why was Abel accepted and Cain rejected? 

      Genesis 4; Hebrews 11:4 

 Why did God flood the earth? 

     Genesis 6-9:17; Hebrews 11:7 

 

While reading these stories keep in mind the following questions:  

 What do we learn about God from these stories? 

 What do we learn about ourselves through the lives of these characters in their 

interactions with God? 

 

Part 1: How was the world and man created? 

 

GENESIS 1 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 

Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the 

surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

waters.  

 3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there was 

light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light 

from the darkness. 5 God called the light "day," and the darkness he 

called "night." And there was evening, and there was morning-the 

first day.  

 6 And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters 

to separate water from water." 7 So God made the expanse and 

separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And 

it was so. 8 God called the expanse "sky." And there was evening, and 

there was morning-the second day.  

 9 And God said, "Let the water under the sky be gathered to 

one place, and let dry ground appear." And it was so. 10 God called 

the dry ground "land," and the gathered waters he called "seas." And 

God saw that it was good.  

 11 Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-

bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, 

according to their various kinds." And it was so. 12 The land 

produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and 
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trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God 

saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was 

morning-the third day.  

 14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky 

to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to 

mark seasons and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the 

expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so. 16 God 

made two great lights-the greater light to govern the day and the 

lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set 

them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern 

the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God 

saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was 

morning-the fourth day.  

 20 And God said, "Let the water teem with living creatures, 

and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the sky." 21 So 

God created the great creatures of the sea and every living and 

moving thing with which the water teems, according to their kinds, 

and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 

good. 22 God blessed them and said, "Be fruitful and increase in 

number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the 

earth." 23 And there was evening, and there was morning-the fifth 

day.  

 24 And God said, "Let the land produce living creatures 

according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that move along the 

ground, and wild animals, each according to its kind." And it was so. 
25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock 

according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the 

ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good.  

 26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our 

likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 

the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground."  

 27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 

he created him; male and female he created them.  

 28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and 

increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of 

the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that 

moves on the ground."  

 29 Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the 

face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. 

They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and 

all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on the ground-
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everything that has the breath of life in it-I give every green plant for 

food." And it was so.  
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was 

evening, and there was morning-the sixth day.  

 

GENESIS 2 
1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast 

array.  

 2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been 

doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 And God 

blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested 

from all the work of creating that he had done. 4 This is the account 

of the heavens and the earth when they were created.  

 When the LORD God made the earth and the heavens- 5 and 

no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth and no plant of 

the field had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not sent rain on 

the earth and there was no man to work the ground, 6 but streams 

came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the 

ground- 7 the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the 

ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 

became a living being.  

 8 Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in 

Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 And the LORD 

God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground-trees that were 

pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden 

were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil…  

 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden 

of Eden to work it and take care of it. 16 And the LORD God 

commanded the man, "You are free to eat from any tree in the 

garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 

good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die."  

 18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be 

alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." … 

 But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD 

God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was 

sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with 

flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had 

taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man.  

 23 The man said,  

 

 "This is now bone of my bones  

 and flesh of my flesh;  
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 she shall be called 'woman, '  

 for she was taken out of man."  

 

 24 For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and 

be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  

 25 The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no 

shame. 

 

 

Part 2: The Fall of Man 

 

GENESIS 3  
1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the 

field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, 

"Has God indeed said, "You shall not eat of every tree of the 

garden'?"  
2And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the fruit of the 

trees of the garden; 3but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst 

of the garden, God has said, "You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch 

it, lest you die."'  
4Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 5For 

God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 

you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  
6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was 

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took 

of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

7Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made 

themselves coverings.  
8And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden 

in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from 

the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  
9Then the LORD God called to Adam and said to him, "Where are 

you?"  
10So he said, "I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid 

because I was naked; and I hid myself."  
11And He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten 

from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?"  
12Then the man said, "The woman whom You gave to be with me, 

she gave me of the tree, and I ate."  
13And the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have 

done?"  
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The woman said, "The serpent deceived me, and I ate."  
14So the LORD God said to the serpent:  

 

        "Because you have done this, You are cursed more than all 

cattle, And more than every beast of the field; On your belly you shall 

go, And you shall eat dust All the days of your life.  15And I will put 

enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her 

Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel."  

 
16To the woman He said:  

 

        "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In 

pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your 

husband, And he shall rule over you."  

 
17Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of 

your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, 

saying, "You shall not eat of it':  

 

        "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All 

the days of your life. 18Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for 

you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19In the sweat of your 

face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it 

you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return."  

 
20And Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother 

of all living.  
21Also for Adam and his wife the LORD God made tunics of skin, 

and clothed them.  

 

 

Part 3: The story of Cain and Abel – Why was Abel accepted and Cain rejected? 

 

GENESIS 4 (see also Hebrews 11:4) 

 
1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and 

gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I have 

brought forth a man." 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.  

 Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the 

course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an 

offering to the LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of 

the firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and 
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his offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with 

favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.  

 6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is 

your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be 

accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your 

door; it desires to have you, but you must master it."  

 8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the 

field." And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother 

Abel and killed him.  

 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is your brother 

Abel?"  

 "I don't know," he replied. "Am I my brother's keeper?"  

 10 The LORD said, "What have you done? Listen! Your 

brother's blood cries out to me from the ground. 11 Now you are 

under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth 

to receive your brother's blood from your hand. 12 When you work 

the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. You will be a 

restless wanderer on the earth."  

 13 Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is more than I 

can bear. 14 Today you are driving me from the land, and I will be 

hidden from your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, 

and whoever finds me will kill me."  

 15 But the LORD said to him, "Not so; if anyone kills Cain, 

he will suffer vengeance seven times over." Then the LORD put a 

mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 16 So 

Cain went out from the LORD's presence and lived in the land of 

Nod, east of Eden. 

 

 

Part 4: Why did God flood the earth? 

 

GENESIS 6 (See also Hebrews 11:7) 

 5 The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth 

had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart 

was only evil all the time. 6 The LORD was grieved that he had made 

man on the earth, and his heart was filled with pain. 7 So the LORD 

said, "I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the 

earth-men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, 

and birds of the air-for I am grieved that I have made them." 8 But 

Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD.  
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GENESIS 7 
1 The LORD then said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and your 

whole family, because I have found you righteous in this generation. 2 

Take with you seven of every kind of clean animal, a male and its 

mate, and two of every kind of unclean animal, a male and its mate, 3 

and also seven of every kind of bird, male and female, to keep their 

various kinds alive throughout the earth. 4 Seven days from now I will 

send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights, and I will wipe 

from the face of the earth every living creature I have made."  
5 And Noah did all that the LORD commanded him.  

 6 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwaters came 

on the earth. 7 And Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' 

wives entered the ark to escape the waters of the flood…12 And rain 

fell on the earth forty days and forty nights… 15 Pairs of all creatures 

that have the breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the 

ark. 16 The animals going in were male and female of every living 

thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then the LORD shut him in.  

 17 For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as 

the waters increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 18 The 

waters rose and increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on 

the surface of the water. 19 They rose greatly on the earth, and all the 

high mountains under the entire heavens were covered. 20 The waters 

rose and covered the mountains to a depth of more than twenty feet. 
21 Every living thing that moved on the earth perished-birds, 

livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, 

and all mankind. 22 Everything on dry land that had the breath of life 

in its nostrils died. 23 Every living thing on the face of the earth was 

wiped out; men and animals and the creatures that move along the 

ground and the birds of the air were wiped from the earth. Only 

Noah was left, and those with him in the ark.  

 24 The waters flooded the earth for a hundred and fifty days. 

 

GENESIS 8 
1 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the 

livestock that were with him in the ark, and he sent a wind over the 

earth, and the waters receded… 

 6 After forty days Noah opened the window he had 

made in the ark 7 and sent out a raven, and it kept flying back and 

forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 8 Then he sent out 

a dove to see if the water had receded from the surface of the 

ground. 9 But the dove could find no place to set its feet because 

there was water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to 
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Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and took the dove and 

brought it back to himself in the ark. 10 He waited seven more days 

and again sent out the dove from the ark. 11 When the dove returned 

to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive 

leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. 12 

He waited seven more days and sent the dove out again, but this time 

it did not return to him… 

 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 "Come out of the ark, you and 

your wife and your sons and their wives. 17 Bring out every kind of 

living creature that is with you-the birds, the animals, and all the 

creatures that move along the ground-so they can multiply on the 

earth and be fruitful and increase in number upon it."  

 18 So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and 

his sons' wives. 19 All the animals and all the creatures that move 

along the ground and all the birds-everything that moves on the 

earth-came out of the ark, one kind after another.  

 20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of 

all the clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on 

it. 21 The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: 

"Never again will I curse the ground because of man, even though 

every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood. And never again 

will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done.  

 
22 "As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 

summer and winter, day and night will never cease." 

 

GENESIS 9 
1 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, "Be fruitful 

and increase in number and fill the earth. 2 The fear and dread of you 

will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, 

upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the 

fish of the sea; they are given into your hands. 3 Everything that lives 

and moves will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I 

now give you everything…  

 .8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 "I now 

establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you 
10 and with every living creature that was with you-the birds, the 

livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark 

with you-every living creature on earth. 11 I establish my covenant 

with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; 

never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth."  

 12 And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am 
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making between me and you and every living creature with you, a 

covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have set my rainbow in the 

clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the 

earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow 

appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant between me 

and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the 

waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow 

appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting 

covenant between God and all living creatures of every kind on the 

earth."  

 17 So God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant I 

have established between me and all life on the earth." 
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 What do we learn about God 
from these stories? 

What do we learn about ourselves 
through their interactions with God? 

The Creation of 
the World and 
Man:  
Genesis 1 – 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The Fall of Man:  
Genesis 3 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cain and Abel: 
Genesis 4 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Flood:  
Genesis 6 – 9 
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 What do we learn about God from 
these stories? 

What do we learn about ourselves 
through their interactions with God? 

The 
Creation of 
the World 
and Man:  
Genesis 1 – 
2 
 
 
 
 
 

 God is the creator of the universe 

 God takes pleasure in his creation 

 He is the one who gives us life 

 God gave man sustenance: a place to 
live and food 

 God provided marriage, a partner for 
unity & happiness  

 God wants us to enjoy his creation by 
obeying His rules 

 God gives warnings His promises will 
be kept 

 We are dependent on God for our 
life. He is the one who gave us our 
breath. 

 We are created in God’s image, so we 
have a purpose: to reflect Him 

 We were created to do God’s work  

 We were not meant to be alone 

The Fall of 
Man:  
Genesis 3 
 
 

 Disobedience to God has 
consequences 

 Sin separates us from God 

 God repeats lessons 

 God always offers an opportunity for 
redemption along with the 
punishment 

 God is the Instigator of life and death 

 We fear God 

 Human are naturally tempted into 
wanting what they shouldn’t have. 

 There is a pattern we follow when 
falling into sin: we see something we 
want but shouldn’t have, we desire it, 
then we act upon it. 

 We naturally justify our actions to 
ourselves and others 

 We are no longer pure, since evil has 
entered our conscious state 

 We fear God 

Cain and 
Abel: 
Genesis 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 God knows how we should worship 
him and insists on this method.  

 God tries to stop us from making big 
mistakes. But sin crouches at every 
door – we can ignore God 

 God allows bad things to happen to 
people, but ultimately punishes the  
disobedient  

 Cain is ultimately selfish. He mentions 
nothing of his crime, but focuses only 
on the weight of his punishment 

 God’s lessons are repeated – think of 
sin and punishment of Adam & Cain 

 It is human nature to want to do 
things our own way rather than 
God’s way. 

 Believing God exists, and choosing a 
way to worship Him is not enough! 

 Humans do terrible things out of 
jealousy 

 We always have a choice whether or 
not to act on our wrong desires 

 Sin separates us from God 

The Flood:  
Genesis 6 – 
9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 God feels pain at our wickedness 

 Sins damage other people 

 God allows wicked men to rule the 
earth for a time. But ultimately He will 
judge their actions and restore the 
earth to righteousness 

 God recognizes and saves righteous 
people 

 God keeps his promises  

 God provides a means of escape 

 We quickly forget God and follow 
our own desires rather than God’s 

 It is possible to be faithful and even 
when everyone else is not 

 We need to do what God 
commands us even if it looks 
ridiculous to everyone else around 
us 

 God holds us accountable 

 One person’s righteousness can 
save many people 
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Heirs According to the Promise (Abraham) 
 
We will be examining: 

 Who is Abraham? Genesis 12-25 

 What promises did God make to Abraham? Genesis 12;15;17;22 

 How do these promises affect me today? Romans 4; Galatians 3 
 
Chronology 
 
The genealogy below shows when the man Abraham lived in relation to the people we 
studied in the last class. There are approximately 16 generations between Adam and 
Abraham. 
 
 

ADAM – Eve 
 
 

        Cain    Abel       SETH    ?             ? 
 

(5 generations) 
 

NOAH 
 
 

    SHEM         Ham Japheth 
 
 

        (9 generations) 
 

 
          ABRAHAM – Sarah 

 
 

  Ishmael  ISAAC 
 
 

    Esau  JACOB (ISRAEL) 
   

 
 Reuben   Simeon  Levi   Judah    Dan  Naphtali  Gad   Asher   Isaachar  Zebulun    Joseph   Benjamin 

 
 
             Ephraim                      Manasseh 
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Part 1: The Promises to Abraham 
 
GENESIS 12 
 1 The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your 

people and your father's household and go to the land I will show 
you.  
 
2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who 
bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you."  
 
4 So Abram left, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. 5 He 
took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 
accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set 
out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.  
6 Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree 
of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 
The LORD appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will 
give this land." So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had 
appeared to him.  
8 From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched 
his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an 
altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 9 Then 
Abram set out and continued toward the Negev.  
 

GENESIS 15 
 1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision:  
 
"Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward."  
 
2 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I 
remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of 
Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a 
servant in my household will be my heir."  
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be 
your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 
He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the 
stars-if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall 
your offspring be."  
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness.  
7 He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur 
of the Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it."  
8 But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will 
gain possession of it?"  
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9 So the LORD said to him, "Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, 
each three years old, along with a dove and a young pigeon."  
10 Abram brought all these to him, cut them in two and arranged the 
halves opposite each other; the birds, however, he did not cut in half. 
11 Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove 
them away.  
12 As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick 
and dreadful darkness came over him. 13 Then the LORD said to 
him, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a 
country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four 
hundred years. 14 But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and 
afterward they will come out with great possessions. 15 You, however, 
will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In 
the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the 
sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure."  
17 When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot 
with a blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces. 18 On 
that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your 
descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great 
river, the Euphrates- 19 the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, 
Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, 
Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites." 

 
GENESIS 17 

 1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless. 
2 I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly 
increase your numbers."  
3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 4 "As for me, this is my 
covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. 5 No 
longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I 
have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very 
fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I 
will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me 
and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, 
to be your God and the God of your descendants after you. 8 The 
whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, I will give as an 
everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I 
will be their God."  
9 Then God said to Abraham, "As for you, you must keep my 
covenant, you and your descendants after you for the generations to 
come. 10 This is my covenant with you and your descendants after 
you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. 11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the 
sign of the covenant between me and you. 12 For the generations to 
come every male among you who is eight days old must be 
circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with 
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money from a foreigner-those who are not your offspring. 13 Whether 
born in your household or bought with your money, they must be 
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting 
covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised 
in the flesh, will be cut off from his people; he has broken my 
covenant."  
15 God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no 
longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and 
will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be 
the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."  
17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son 
be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the 
age of ninety?" 18 And Abraham said to God, "If only Ishmael might 
live under your blessing!"  
19 Then God said, "Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and 
you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an 
everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20 And as for 
Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him 
fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He will be the father of 
twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation. 21 But my 
covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by 
this time next year." 22 When he had finished speaking with Abraham, 
God went up from him.  
23 On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born 
in his household or bought with his money, every male in his 
household, and circumcised them, as God told him. 24 Abraham was 
ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised, 25 and his son 
Ishmael was thirteen; 26 Abraham and his son Ishmael were both 
circumcised on that same day. 27 And every male in Abraham's 
household, including those born in his household or bought from a 
foreigner, was circumcised with him. 

 
GENESIS 21 
1 Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as he had said, and 

the LORD did for Sarah what he had promised. 2 Sarah became 
pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time 
God had promised him. 3 Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son 
Sarah bore him. 4 When his son Isaac was eight days old, Abraham 
circumcised him, as God commanded him. 5 Abraham was a hundred 
years old when his son Isaac was born to him.  
6 Sarah said, "God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears 
about this will laugh with me." 7 And she added, "Who would have 
said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne 
him a son in his old age."  
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GENESIS 22 
 1 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, 

"Abraham!"  
"Here I am," he replied.  
2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about."  
3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his donkey. 
He took with him two of his servants and his son Isaac. When he had 
cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God 
had told him about. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw 
the place in the distance. 5 He said to his servants, "Stay here with the 
donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then 
we will come back to you."  
6 Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his 
son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of 
them went on together, 7 Isaac spoke up and said to his father 
Abraham, "Father?"  
"Yes, my son?" Abraham replied.  
"The fire and wood are here," Isaac said, "but where is the lamb for 
the burnt offering?"  
8 Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the 
burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together.  
9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham 
built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son 
Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he 
reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the 
angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, "Abraham! 
Abraham!"  
"Here I am," he replied.  
12 "Do not lay a hand on the boy," he said. "Do not do anything to 
him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld 
from me your son, your only son."  
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by 
its horns. He went over and took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place The 
LORD Will Provide. And to this day it is said, "On the mountain of 
the LORD it will be provided."  
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second 
time 16 and said, "I swear by myself, declares the LORD, that because 
you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 
I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your descendants 
will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 18 and through your 
offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have 
obeyed me."  
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19 Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together 
for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in Beersheba. 

 
Part 2: How do the Promises made to Abraham affect us? 

ROMANS 4 
 1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather, 

discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by 
works, he had something to boast about--but not before God. 3What 
does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God, and it was credited 
to him as righteousness." 
4Now when a man works, his wages are not credited to him as a gift, 
but as an obligation. 5However, to the man who does not work but 
trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as 
righteousness. 6David says the same thing when he speaks of the 
blessedness of the man to whom God credits righteousness apart 
from works:  
    7“Blessed are they  
       whose transgressions are forgiven,  
       whose sins are covered.  
    8Blessed is the man  

 whose sin the Lord will never count against him." 
9Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the 
uncircumcised? We have been saying that Abraham's faith was 
credited to him as righteousness. 10Under what circumstances was it 
credited? Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, 
but before! 11And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. 
So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been 
circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to them. 
12And he is also the father of the circumcised who not only are 
circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that our 
father Abraham had before he was circumcised.  
13It was not through law that Abraham and his offspring received the 
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the 
righteousness that comes by faith. 14For if those who live by law are 
heirs, faith has no value and the promise is worthless, 15because law 
brings wrath. And where there is no law there is no transgression.  
16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace 
and may be guaranteed to all Abraham's offspring--not only to those 
who are of the law but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham. 
He is the father of us all. 17As it is written: "I have made you a father 
of many nations." He is our father in the sight of God, in whom he 
believed--the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are 
not as though they were.  
18Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the 
father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, "So shall your 
offspring be." 19Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that 
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his body was as good as dead--since he was about a hundred years 
old--and that Sarah's womb was also dead. 20Yet he did not waver 
through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was 
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21being fully 
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22This is 
why "it was credited to him as righteousness." 23The words "it was 
credited to him" were written not for him alone, 24but also for us, to 
whom God will credit righteousness--for us who believe in him who 
raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25He was delivered over to death 
for our sins and was raised to life for our justification. 

 
GALATIANS 3 
 1You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your 

very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2I would like 
to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by 
observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 3Are you so 
foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain 
your goal by human effort? 4Have you suffered so much for nothing-
-if it really was for nothing? 5Does God give you his Spirit and work 
miracles among you because you observe the law, or because you 
believe what you heard?  
6Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness." Understand, then, that those who believe are children 
of Abraham. 8The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the 
Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: 
"All nations will be blessed through you." So those who have faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.  
10All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: 
"Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written 
in the Book of the Law." 11Clearly no one is justified before God by 
the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." 12The law is not 
based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will 
live by them." 13Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is 
hung on a tree." 14He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to 
Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by 
faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.  
 
 15Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one 
can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly 
established, so it is in this case. 16The promises were spoken to 
Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," 
meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, 
who is Christ. 17What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years 
later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God 
and thus do away with the promise. 18For if the inheritance depends 
on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his 
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grace gave it to Abraham through a promise.  
19What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of 
transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had 
come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator. 20A 
mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one.  
21Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely 
not! For if a law had been given that could impart life, then 
righteousness would certainly have come by the law. 22But the 
Scripture declares that the whole world is a prisoner of sin, so that 
what was promised, being given through faith in Jesus Christ, might 
be given to those who believe.  
23Before this faith came, we were held prisoners by the law, locked up 
until faith should be revealed. 24So the law was put in charge to lead 
us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. 25Now that faith has 
come, we are no longer under the supervision of the law.  
 
 26You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, 27for all of 
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. 28There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. 
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Chapter Promises God Makes to Abraham What do we learn about God from this 
story? 

Genesis 12 
 
 
 
 

  

Genesis 15 
 
 
 
 

  

Genesis 17 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Genesis 21 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Genesis 22 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Chapter Promises God Makes to Abraham What do we learn about God from this 

story? 

Genesis 12 
 
 
 
 

The seed of Abraham would become a 
great nation.  

God would bless those who blessed him 
and curse those who cursed him 

All the people of the earth would be 
blessed through Abraham. 

His descendants would be given the land 
of Canaan (Israel) 

God chooses faithful people from out of the 
nations. 

God gives faithful men a hope for the future. 

Genesis 15 
 
 
 
 

Despite his old age Abraham would have 
a child of his own through whom God 
would bless him. 

Abraham’s seed would be as numerous as 
the stars. 

Abraham would live a long life 

God gives the faithful hope by giving them 
evidence of His hand at work in their life.  

God recognizes and rewards those who 
believe Him, though they do not necessarily 
receive those rewards right away. 

Genesis 17 
 
 
 
 
 

Abraham would become the father of 
many nations. 

Abraham’s descendants would be God’s 
own people.  

Both Abraham and Sarah’s names are 
changed as a sign of God’s promise to 
them. 

God reiterates his promise to give them 
the land of Israel. 

God blesses Ishmael and makes a great 
nation grow out of him. But God’s 
promise is with Isaac 

God’s covenant is everlasting 

God is merciful with those He loves despite 
moments in which they lack the faith to 
believe Him. 

God asks the faithful to enter in to a covenant 
relationship with him. Covenants are 
promises where both sides give a sign of 
their commitment  

God repeats his promises to aid the faith of 
those to whom they are given 

God requires obedience 
God can give life under any circumstances 

Genesis 21 
 

God fulfills his promise to Abraham and 
Sarah gives birth to a son, Isaac. 

God repeats His promises 
The promise is through Isaac, not Ishmael 

God is faithful and fulfills his promises. 
God takes care of Ishmael, even though the 

promise to Abraham is not fulfilled in him. 

Genesis 22 
 
 
 
 
 

Because of Abraham’s faithfulness in 
offering his son Isaac to be sacrificed, 
Abraham’s descendants will be as 
numerous as the stars. 

Abraham will overcome his enemies.  
All people on earth will be blessed because 

of Abraham’s obedience. 
God counts his promise through Isaac 
God repeats His promises 

God rewards those who are obedient to his 
word.  

God is merciful. He desires faith and 
obedience, not sacrifice.  

Abraham’s willingness to trust God’s 
judgment was proof of Abraham’s 
faithfulness. 

The righteousness of one person can save 
many people. 

 
How do the Promises to Abraham affect us? 
Romans 4 
If we trust in God as Abraham did, especially in the matter of Jesus being raised from the 
dead then we will be counted righteous as Abraham was… 
 
Galatians 3 
If we are counted righteous as Abraham was then God promises we will also qualify for the 
promises Abraham will receive – eternal life in God’s kingdom on this Earth. 
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The Letter and the Spirit (Moses)  
 
In this class we will be considering the following ideas: 

 Who Moses was. Exodus 1-20; 32-34; Numbers 10:11-14:45; 16-17; 20-21; Deuteronomy 
1-3;31-34 

 How the Law of Moses defined man’s relationship to God. Exodus 19-20 

 How Jesus changed our relationship to God. Hebrews 3; 8; Galatians 3: 15-25 

 How Jesus and the Law combine in our discipleship. Matthew 5:17-48; Romans 3: 21-
31 

 
EXODUS 3 
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-

law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the 
desert and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of 
the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. 
Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So 
Moses thought, "I will go over and see this strange sight-why the 
bush does not burn up."  
4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to 
him from within the bush, "Moses! Moses!"  
And Moses said, "Here I am."  
5 "Do not come any closer," God said. "Take off your sandals, for the 
place where you are standing is holy ground." 6 Then he said, "I am 
the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob." At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid 
to look at God.  
7 The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in 
Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, 
and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to 
rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up 
out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with 
milk and honey-the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites 
has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are 
oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to 
bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt."  
11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh 
and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?"  
12 And God said, "I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you 
that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out 
of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain."  
13 Moses said to God, "Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 
'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What 
is his name?' Then what shall I tell them?"  
14 God said to Moses, "I am who I am. This is what you are to say to 
the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.' "  
15 God also said to Moses, "Say to the Israelites, 'The LORD, the 
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God of your fathers-the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the 
God of Jacob-has sent me to you.' This is my name forever, the name 
by which I am to be remembered from generation to generation.  
 

EXODUS 13 
17 When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on 

the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter. For 
God said, "If they face war, they might change their minds and return 
to Egypt." 18 So God led the people around by the desert road toward 
the Red Sea. The Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for battle.  
19 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him because Joseph had 
made the sons of Israel swear an oath. He had said, "God will surely 
come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up with you 
from this place."  
20 After leaving Succoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the 
desert. 21 By day the LORD went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to 
guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give them 
light, so that they could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the pillar of 
cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the 
people.  

 
EXODUS 14 

 5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, 
Pharaoh and his officials changed their minds about them and said, 
"What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their 
services!" 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with 
him. 7 He took six hundred of the best chariots, along with all the 
other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 8 The LORD 
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the 
Israelites, who were marching out boldly. 9 The Egyptians-all 
Pharaoh's horses and chariots, horsemen and troops-pursued the 
Israelites and overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi 
Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon.  
10 As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were 
the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out 
to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, "Was it because there were no 
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have 
you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Didn't we say to you 
in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have 
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!"  
13 Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you 
will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The 
Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 14 The LORD will 
fight for you; you need only to be still."  
15 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? 
Tell the Israelites to move on. 16 Raise your staff and stretch out your 
hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go 
through the sea on dry ground. 17 I will harden the hearts of the 
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Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory 
through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his 
horsemen. 18 The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I 
gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen."  
19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel's 
army, withdrew and went behind them. The pillar of cloud also 
moved from in front and stood behind them, 20 coming between the 
armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought 
darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went 
near the other all night long.  
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night 
the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it 
into dry land. The waters were divided, 22 and the Israelites went 
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and 
on their left.  
23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh's horses and chariots 
and horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of 
the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at 
the Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 25 He made the 
wheels of their chariots come off so that they had difficulty driving. 
And the Egyptians said, "Let's get away from the Israelites! The 
LORD is fighting for them against Egypt."  
26 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the 
sea so that the waters may flow back over the Egyptians and their 
chariots and horsemen." 27 Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and at daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were 
fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them into the sea. 28 The 
water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen-the entire 
army of Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not 
one of them survived.  
29 But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall 
of water on their right and on their left. 30 That day the LORD saved 
Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians 
lying dead on the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the great 
power the LORD displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared 
the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 

 
EXODUS 19 
20 The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called 

Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went up 21 and the 
LORD said to him, "Go down and warn the people so they do not 
force their way through to see the LORD and many of them perish. 
22 Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must consecrate 
themselves, or the LORD will break out against them."  
23 Moses said to the LORD, "The people cannot come up Mount 
Sinai, because you yourself warned us, 'Put limits around the 
mountain and set it apart as holy.' "  
24 The LORD replied, "Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But 
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the priests and the people must not force their way through to come 
up to the LORD, or he will break out against them."  
25 So Moses went down to the people and told them.  
 
EXODUS 20 

1 And God spoke all these words:  
2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery.  
3 "You shall have no other gods before me.  
4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in 
heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You 
shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your 
God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the 
fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
showing love to a thousand {generations} of those who love me and 
keep my commandments.  
7 "You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the 
LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.  
8 "Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the 
LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor 
your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your 
animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD 
made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but 
he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy.  
12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in 
the land the LORD your God is giving you.  
13 "You shall not murder.  
14 "You shall not commit adultery.  
15 "You shall not steal.  
16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house. You shall not covet 
your neighbor's wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or 
donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor."  
 

The Covenant in Christ  
MATTHEW 5-6 
1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a 

mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began 
to teach them saying:  
    3"Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
    4Blessed are those who mourn,  
       for they will be comforted.  
    5Blessed are the meek,  
       for they will inherit the earth.  
    6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
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       for they will be filled.  
    7Blessed are the merciful,  
       for they will be shown mercy.  
    8Blessed are the pure in heart,  
       for they will see God.  
    9Blessed are the peacemakers,  
       for they will be called sons of God.  
    10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you.  
 
Salt and Light  
 
13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how 
can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except 
to be thrown out and trampled by men.  
14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they 
put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the 
same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  
 
The Fulfillment of the Law  
 
17"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 
I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18I tell you the 
truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the 
least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until 
everything is accomplished. 19Anyone who breaks one of the least of 
these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that 
of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.  
 
Murder  
 
21"You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not 
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22But 
I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca, ' is 
answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' will be 
in danger of the fire of hell.  
23"Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there 
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remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your 
gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 
brother; then come and offer your gift.  
25"Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to 
court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand 
you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the 
officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26I tell you the truth, you 
will not get out until you have paid the last penny.  
 
Adultery  
 
27"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 28But I 
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes 
you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose 
one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into 
hell. 30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it 
away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your 
whole body to go into hell.  
 
Divorce  
 
31"It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a 
certificate of divorce.'[6] 32But I tell you that anyone who divorces his 
wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an 
adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman commits 
adultery.  
 
Oaths  
 
33"Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do 
not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' 
34But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's 
throne; 35or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it 
is the city of the Great King. 36And do not swear by your head, for 
you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37Simply let your 'Yes' 
be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond this comes from the 
evil one.  
 
An Eye for an Eye  
 
38"You have heard that it was said, 'Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.' 
39But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you 
on the right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if someone 
wants to sue you and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. 
41If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles. 
42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the one 
who wants to borrow from you.  

http://bible.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/bible?language=english&passage=mt+5&version=NIV#footnote_22445779_6#footnote_22445779_6
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Love for Enemies  
 
43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He 
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you love those who love you, what 
reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And 
if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? 
Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly 
Father is perfect. 

 
1"Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before 

men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from 
your Father in heaven.  
2"So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, 
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be 
honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward 
in full. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in 
secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you.  
 
Prayer  
 
5"And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to 
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen 
by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 
6But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to 
your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done 
in secret, will reward you. 7And when you pray, do not keep on 
babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 
their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him.  
9"This, then, is how you should pray:  
   " 'Our Father in heaven,  
   hallowed be your name,  
    10your kingdom come,  
   your will be done  
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
    11Give us today our daily bread.  
    12Forgive us our debts,  
       as we also have forgiven our debtors.  
    13And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from the evil one. ' 14For if you forgive men when 
they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15But 
if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your 
sins.  
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Fasting  
 
16"When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they 
disfigure their faces to show men they are fasting. I tell you the truth, 
they have received their reward in full. 17But when you fast, put oil on 
your head and wash your face, 18so that it will not be obvious to men 
that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your 
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  
 
Treasures in Heaven  
 
19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.  
22"The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are good, your whole 
body will be full of light. 23But if your eyes are bad, your whole body 
will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness!  
24"No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve both God and Money.  
 
Do Not Worry  
 
25"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 
or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more 
important than food, and the body more important than clothes? 
26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 
in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single 
hour to his life?  
28"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the 
field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30If that is 
how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, 
O you of little faith? 31So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 
'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For the pagans run 
after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 
them. 33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own. 
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MATTHEW 22 
34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees 

got together. 35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this 
question:  
36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?" 37Jesus 
replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind.'  38This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as 
yourself.' 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments." 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Exodus 3 

 God chose Moses to lead his people to the Promised Land. 

 God cares about His people and responds when they cry to Him 

 God called Himself “I AM” the One that does not change 

 God plans that the Jews should inherit the land of Canaan. He wants to give His 
people a beautiful fertile land. 

 God is stronger than men. He was able to take an entire nation out of slavery despite 
human opposition. 

 
Exodus 13 – 14 

 God gives His people a light to guide their path. 

 God deliberately manipulated Pharaoh to serve His purpose.  

 Our battles are won by God’s strength not our own. 

 God will save His people and pronounce judgment on his enemies. 

 The miracle made the people trust God – for a while! 

 The Israelites passed through the Red Sea as a symbol of leaving slavery in Egypt 
and following God’s servant into His Promised Land. The New Testament tells us 
that the crossing of the Red Sea was a baptism for the nation of Israel (1 Cor 10) 

 
Exodus 19-20 

 God has clear rules he wants the faithful to follow. These rules helped the Israelites 
understand what pleased God and what made him angry. 

 The 10 Commandments have structure: offenses against God, however seemingly 
small, are listed before offences to men, however seemingly large 

 Ultimately, the 10 Commandements say: “Love God, Love your neighbour” 

 God is the only God. Humans are not to put anything else in His place. 

 We should treat God, God’s laws, our families, brethren and neighbors with respect. 

 God will bless those who love Him and punish those who disobey Him (echo) 
 
Matthew 5-6, 22 

 Christ didn’t come to abolish the law but rather to fulfill it. 

 All of Christ’s commands concern the law of the heart and mind.  

 We are to love our enemies and our neighbors – even pray for our persecutors 

 By keeping this law, the law of “Love God, Love your neighbour” we complete all of 
the Mosaic Law in spirit, since it was designed to bring obedience to God and 
thereby create harmony with our brethren 

 Those who practice Jesus’ commandments will be rewarded with a place in the 
Kingdom of God 
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God’s Chosen People Israel (David) 
 

 History: Israel becomes a monarchy: Saul and David 1 Samuel 8; 15; 16; 2 Samuel 7 

 Poetry and Philosophy: Psalms and Proverbs  Psalm 23; 119; Ecclesiastes 5 

 History: Israel’s monarchy from Saul to the division of the kingdom, to the captivity 

 Prophecy: Israel’s Future Jeremiah 25; Isaiah 9; Ezekiel 37 
 
Introduction 

The history of the nation of Israel once they entered the land is told in three 
different types of books in the Old Testament. There are chronological books that focus on 
the events and people important to the nation (i.e. Joshua, Judges, 1 & 2 Samuel, 1 & 2 
Kings); books of poetry that give insight into the mind and character of the wise teachers of 
the time (i.e. Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes); and books of prophecy which foretell the 
events that will happen to Israel both in the short and long term (i.e. Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, etc.). In this session we will look at examples of each of the three types of writing as 
we study the history of the nation, especially focusing on the man David. 
 
Part 1: History: Israel becomes a monarchy: Saul and David 

 
1 SAMUEL 8 
1 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for 

Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his 
second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did 
not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and 
accepted bribes and perverted justice.  
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah. 5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk 
in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other 
nations have."  
6 But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased 
Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD told him: 
"Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have 
rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done 
from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking 
me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to 
them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who 
will reign over them will do."  
10 Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were 
asking him for a king… 19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. 
"No!" they said. "We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all 
the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and 
fight our battles."  
21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before 
the LORD. 22 The LORD answered, "Listen to them and give them a 
king." Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Everyone go back to 
his town." 
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1 SAMUEL 15 
1 Samuel said to Saul, "I am the one the LORD sent to anoint 

you king over his people Israel; so listen now to the message from 
the LORD. 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'I will punish the 
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as 
they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and 
totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; 
put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, 
camels and donkeys.' "  
4 So Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim-two 
hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men from Judah. 5 
Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the ravine. 6 
Then he said to the Kenites, "Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I 
do not destroy you along with them; for you showed kindness to all 
the Israelites when they came up out of Egypt." So the Kenites 
moved away from the Amalekites.  
7 Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, 
to the east of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and 
all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the 
army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves 
and lambs-everything that was good. These they were unwilling to 
destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they 
totally destroyed.  
10 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 "I am grieved that 
I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has 
not carried out my instructions." Samuel was troubled, and he cried 
out to the LORD all that night.  
12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he 
was told, "Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument 
in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal."  
13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, "The LORD bless you! I 
have carried out the LORD's instructions."  
14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? 
What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?"  
15 Saul answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; 
they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD 
your God, but we totally destroyed the rest."  
16 "Stop!" Samuel said to Saul. "Let me tell you what the LORD said 
to me last night."  
"Tell me," Saul replied.  
17 Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did 
you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed 
you king over Israel. 18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go and 
completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war 
on them until you have wiped them out.' 19 Why did you not obey the 
LORD? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes 
of the LORD?"  
20 "But I did obey the LORD," Saul said. "I went on the mission the 



God’s Chosen People Israel 
The Gospel of Peace: Session 10 

 95 

LORD assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and 
brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle 
from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to 
sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal."  
22 But Samuel replied:  
 
"Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices  
as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD?   
To obey is better than sacrifice,  
and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  
23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination,  
and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.  
Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,  
he has rejected you as king."  
 
24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned. I violated the LORD's 
command and your instructions. I was afraid of the people and so I 
gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back 
with me, so that I may worship the LORD."  
26 But Samuel said to him, "I will not go back with you. You have 
rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you as 
king over Israel!"  
27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, 
and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom 
of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors-to 
one better than you. 29 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or 
change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his 
mind."  
 

1 SAMUEL 16 
1 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you mourn for 

Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with 
oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I 
have chosen one of his sons to be king."  
2 But Samuel said, "How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill 
me."  
The LORD said, "Take a heifer with you and say, 'I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD.' 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 
you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate."  
4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, 
the elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, "Do 
you come in peace?"  
5 Samuel replied, "Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the 
LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me." 
Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice.  
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the 
LORD's anointed stands here before the LORD."  
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7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or 
his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the 
things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the 
LORD looks at the heart."  
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. 
But Samuel said, "The LORD has not chosen this one either." 9 Jesse 
then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the LORD 
chosen this one." 10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, 
but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." 11 So he 
asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?"  
"There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the 
sheep."  
Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives."  
12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine 
appearance and handsome features.  
Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one."  
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of 
his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came 
upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 
 

2 SAMUEL 7 
8 "Now then, tell my servant David, 'This is what the LORD 

Almighty says: I took you from the pasture and from following the 
flock to be ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been with you 
wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from 
before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the 
greatest men of the earth. 10 And I will provide a place for my people 
Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of their own 
and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people will not oppress them 
anymore, as they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the 
time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you 
rest from all your enemies.  
" 'The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a 
house for you: 12 When your days are over and you rest with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come 
from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the 
one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be 
my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with the rod of men, 
with floggings inflicted by men. 15 But my love will never be taken 
away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from 
before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever 
before me; your throne will be established forever.' "  
17 Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.  
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Part 2: Poetry and Philosophy: Psalms and Proverbs   
Example of the Psalms of David (remember also Psalm 22 from Session 02) 

 
PSALM 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures,  
he leads me beside quiet waters,  
3 he restores my soul.  
He guides me in paths of righteousness  
for his name's sake.  
4 Even though I walk  
through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I will fear no evil,  
for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff,  
they comfort me.  
 
5 You prepare a table before me  
in the presence of my enemies.  
You anoint my head with oil;  
my cup overflows.  
6 Surely goodness and love will follow me  
all the days of my life,  
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD  
forever. 

 
PSALM 119 
m Mem  
97 Oh, how I love your law!  

I meditate on it all day long.  
98 Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,  
for they are ever with me.  
99 I have more insight than all my teachers,  
for I meditate on your statutes.  
100 I have more understanding than the elders,  
for I obey your precepts.  
101 I have kept my feet from every evil path  
so that I might obey your word.  
102 I have not departed from your laws,  
for you yourself have taught me.  
103 How sweet are your words to my taste,  
sweeter than honey to my mouth!  
104 I gain understanding from your precepts;  
therefore I hate every wrong path.  
 
n Nun  
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet  
and a light for my path.  
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106 I have taken an oath and confirmed it,  
that I will follow your righteous laws.  
107 I have suffered much;  
preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word.  
108 Accept, O LORD, the willing praise of my mouth,  
and teach me your laws.  
109 Though I constantly take my life in my hands,  
I will not forget your law.  
110 The wicked have set a snare for me,  
but I have not strayed from your precepts.  
111 Your statutes are my heritage forever;  
they are the joy of my heart.  
112 My heart is set on keeping your decrees  
to the very end. 

 
ECCLESIASTES 5 
1 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go 

near to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools, who do not 
know that they do wrong.  
 
2 Do not be quick with your mouth,  
do not be hasty in your heart  
to utter anything before God.  
God is in heaven  
and you are on earth,  
so let your words be few.  
3 As a dream comes when there are many cares,  
so the speech of a fool when there are many words.  
 
4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay in fulfilling it. He has 
no pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 5 It is better not to vow than to 
make a vow and not fulfill it. 6 Do not let your mouth lead you into 
sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, "My vow was a 
mistake." Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the 
work of your hands? 7 Much dreaming and many words are 
meaningless. Therefore stand in awe of God.  
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Part 3: The History of Israel from the Monarchy through Captivity 
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Part 4: Prophecy: Israel’s Future 
 
JEREMIAH 25 
1 The word came to Jeremiah concerning all the people of 

Judah in the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, 
which was the first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. 2 So 
Jeremiah the prophet said to all the people of Judah and to all those 
living in Jerusalem: 3 For twenty-three years-from the thirteenth year 
of Josiah son of Amon king of Judah until this very day-the word of 
the LORD has come to me and I have spoken to you again and 
again, but you have not listened.  
4 And though the LORD has sent all his servants the prophets to you 
again and again, you have not listened or paid any attention. 5 They 
said, "Turn now, each of you, from your evil ways and your evil 
practices, and you can stay in the land the LORD gave to you and 
your fathers for ever and ever. 6 Do not follow other gods to serve 
and worship them; do not provoke me to anger with what your 
hands have made. Then I will not harm you."  
7 "But you did not listen to me," declares the LORD, "and you have 
provoked me with what your hands have made, and you have 
brought harm to yourselves."  
8 Therefore the LORD Almighty says this: "Because you have not 
listened to my words, 9 I will summon all the peoples of the north 
and my servant Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon," declares the 
LORD, "and I will bring them against this land and its inhabitants 
and against all the surrounding nations. I will completely destroy 
them and make them an object of horror and scorn, and an 
everlasting ruin. 10 I will banish from them the sounds of joy and 
gladness, the voices of bride and bridegroom, the sound of millstones 
and the light of the lamp. 11 This whole country will become a 
desolate wasteland, and these nations will serve the king of Babylon 
seventy years.  
12 "But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will punish the king of 
Babylon and his nation, the land of the Babylonians, for their guilt," 
declares the LORD, "and will make it desolate forever. 13 I will bring 
upon that land all the things I have spoken against it, all that are 
written in this book and prophesied by Jeremiah against all the 
nations. 14 They themselves will be enslaved by many nations and 
great kings; I will repay them according to their deeds and the work 
of their hands."  

 
ISAIAH 9 
2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on 

those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. 3 
You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy;  
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice 
when dividing the plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you 
have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their 
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shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior's boot used in 
battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, 
will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace. 7 Of the increase of his government and peace there will be 
no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that 
time on and forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will 
accomplish this.  
 

EZEKIEL 37 
1 The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me 

out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it 
was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw 
a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very 
dry. 3 He asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live?"  
I said, "O Sovereign LORD, you alone know."  
4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry 
bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will 
come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon 
you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will 
come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.' "  
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, 
there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, 
bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them 
and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them.  
9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, 
and say to it, 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come from the 
four winds, O breath, and breathe into these slain, that they may live.' 
" 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; 
they came to life and stood up on their feet-a vast army.  
11 Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the whole house 
of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we 
are cut off.' 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: 'This is what the 
Sovereign LORD says: O my people, I am going to open your graves 
and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the LORD, when 
I open your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my 
Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. 
Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done 
it, declares the LORD.'" 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Part 1: History: Israel becomes a monarchy: Saul and David 
1 Samuel 8 

 Israel ask for a king despite the fact that God did not want them to be ruled by a 
monarchy – this is a form of rejection of God 

 Israel should have recognized God as their king rather than wanting a human ruler 

 God gives a warning to Israel that choosing a human ruler is a bad idea.  

 Israel ignores the warning – ultimately they want a king “to be like the other 
nations,” they were victims to peer pressure therefore 

 Wanting to be like “the surrounding nations” invariably is a bad idea 
 
1 Samuel 15 

 Saul is given an instruction from God but does not obey it 

 God rejects Saul as king of Israel because of his disobedient heart 

 Service to God is seen in the obedience of the heart over and above ritual ordinances 

 Saul tries every possible misrepresentation to avoid the truth coming out 
 
1 Samuel 16 

 God does not force Israel to recant the monarchy – instead He chooses a King. 

 God chooses David of Bethlehem, because he has an obedient heart. 

 God judges the heart of a man, not by the outward appearance 

 God’s choice of King was a shepherd, a man who had been overlooked. 

 The Spirit of the Lord is upon David 
 
2 Samuel 7 

 God promises David that Israel will be established in their land forever 

 God promises David that one of his descendants will be King forever in Israel 

 God promises that during this Kingdom His people Israel will be at peace 

 God promises that this King will be His own Son 
 
 
Part 2: Poetry and Philosophy: Psalms and Proverbs   
Psalm 23 

 David feels his every need is supplied by God – he lives with contentment 

 David feels the presence of God as reassurance in times of trouble 

 David recognizes God has a plan of eternal life for those that follow him 
 
Psalm 119 

 David sees that learning God’s ways brings true wisdom 

 David shares his feelings with God: that he enjoys what he is learning 

 David associates learning God’s ways with light: an enabling means to see clearly 

 David associates learning God’s ways with life, and fears no other risk to his life 
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Ecclesiastes 5 

 Choose all words with care and knowledge of God’s presence 

 Keep all promises: especially those made to God 

 Fear God 
 
 
Part 3: The History of Israel from the Monarchy through Captivity 

 Excellent example of God’s patience. The Kingdom of Israel (10 tribes) were evil 
continually for 210 years before God punished them! 

 God is just. Ultimately sin will be punished 
 
 
Part 4: Prophecies of Israel’s Future 
Jeremiah 25 

 God sent prophets to Israel to encourage them to turn their hearts back to Him. 

 Because Israel did not repent and turn to God, He allowed Nebuchadnezzar, king of 
Babylon, to conquer their land and take the people into captivity. 

 After 70 years, God would punish Babylon for harming Israel and a remnant of 
captive Israelites would to return to Israel.  

 This prophecy has come true! See chart: from 586 BC to 516 BC, i.e. books of 
Haggai, Zechariah and Ezra – the restoration of the people 

 God uses other nations to punish Israel in order to turn Israel’s heart back to Him. 
But in the long run God will still punish nations who harm His people. 

 
Isaiah 9 

 Isaiah prophecies that a Messiah will come to Israel. 

 The Messiah will rule on the throne of David forever. 

 He will be given all authority to rule over God’s Kingdom. 
 
Ezekiel 37 

 The nation of Israel is to be restored to their own land after seeming dead 

 God is the agent of power in this process: and it is done to reveal that power 

 God can, and will, raise the dead to life 
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This is My Beloved Son: Hear Him! (Jesus) 
 
In this class we will be looking at the Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 
Baptism  

MATTHEW 3 
13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized 

by John. 14But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?"  
15Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to 
fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented.  
16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that 
moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from 
heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well 
pleased." 

 
The Sermon on the Mount   

MATTHEW 5 
1Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a 

mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began 
to teach them saying:  
    3"Blessed are the poor in spirit,  
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
    4Blessed are those who mourn,  
       for they will be comforted.  
    5Blessed are the meek,  
       for they will inherit the earth.  
    6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  
       for they will be filled.  
    7Blessed are the merciful,  
       for they will be shown mercy.  
    8Blessed are the pure in heart,  
       for they will see God.  
    9Blessed are the peacemakers,  
       for they will be called sons of God.  
    10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  
       for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11"Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 
The Parables 

MATTHEW 13 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the 

lake. 2Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 
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and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3Then he told 
them many things in parables, saying: "A farmer went out to sow his 
seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the 
birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not 
have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 
6But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 
withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, 
which grew up and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good 
soil, where it produced a crop--a hundred, sixty or thirty times what 
was sown. 9He who has ears, let him hear."  
10The disciples came to him and asked, "Why do you speak to the 
people in parables?"  
11He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven has been given to you, but not to them. 12Whoever has will be 
given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, 
even what he has will be taken from him. 13This is why I speak to 
them in parables:  
   "Though seeing, they do not see;  
       though hearing, they do not hear or understand. 14In them is 
fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  
   " 'You will be ever hearing but never understanding;  
       you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  
    15For this people's heart has become calloused;  
       they hardly hear with their ears,  
       and they have closed their eyes.  
   Otherwise they might see with their eyes,  
       hear with their ears,  
       understand with their hearts  
   and turn, and I would heal them.' 16But blessed are your eyes 
because they see, and your ears because they hear. 17For I tell you the 
truth, many prophets and righteous men longed to see what you see 
but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.  
18"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19When 
anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown 
in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20The one who 
received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the 
word and at once receives it with joy. 21But since he has no root, he 
lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because 
of the word, he quickly falls away. 22The one who received the seed 
that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the 
worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it 
unfruitful. 23But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil 
is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a 
crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown." 
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Christ’s Miraculous Power of Healing 
MATTHEW 8 
5When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to 

him, asking for help. 6"Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home 
paralyzed and in terrible suffering."  
7Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him."  
8The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come 
under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 
9For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell 
this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say 
to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."  
10When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those 
following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel 
with such great faith. 11I say to you that many will come from the east 
and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12But the subjects of the 
kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth."  
13Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you 
believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour.  
14When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law 
lying in bed with a fever. 15He touched her hand and the fever left 
her, and she got up and began to wait on him.  
16When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were 
brought to him, and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed 
all the sick. 17This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah:  
   "He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases.” 

 
The Healing of the Blind Man 

JOHN 9 
1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His 

disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?"  
3"Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this 
happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life. 4As 
long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me. Night is 
coming, when no one can work. 5While I am in the world, I am the 
light of the world."  
6Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the 
saliva, and put it on the man's eyes. 7"Go," he told him, "wash in the 
Pool of Siloam" (this word means Sent). So the man went and 
washed, and came home seeing.  
8His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, 
"Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" 9Some claimed 
that he was.  
Others said, "No, he only looks like him."  
But he himself insisted, "I am the man."  
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10"How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded.  
11He replied, "The man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on 
my eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So I went and 
washed, and then I could see."  
12"Where is this man?" they asked him.  
"I don't know," he said.  
13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now 
the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man's eyes 
was a Sabbath. 15Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had 
received his sight. "He put mud on my eyes," the man replied, "and I 
washed, and now I see."  
16Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does 
not keep the Sabbath."  
But others asked, "How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?" So 
they were divided.  
17Finally they turned again to the blind man, "What have you to say 
about him? It was your eyes he opened."  
The man replied, "He is a prophet."  
18The Jews still did not believe that he had been blind and had 
received his sight until they sent for the man's parents. 19"Is this your 
son?" they asked. "Is this the one you say was born blind? How is it 
that now he can see?"  
20"We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he 
was born blind. 21But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, 
we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." 
22His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for 
already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that 
Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 23That was 
why his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."  
24A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give 
glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner."  
25He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing 
I do know. I was blind but now I see!"  
26Then they asked him, "What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?"  
27He answered, "I have told you already and you did not listen. Why 
do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples, 
too?"  
28Then they hurled insults at him and said, "You are this fellow's 
disciple! We are disciples of Moses! 29We know that God spoke to 
Moses, but as for this fellow, we don't even know where he comes 
from."  
30The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know 
where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God 
does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his 
will. 32Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born 
blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do nothing."  
34To this they replied, "You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare 



This is My Beloved Son: Hear Him! 
The Gospel of Peace: Session 11 

 109 

you lecture us!" And they threw him out.  
35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, 
he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"  
36"Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in 
him."  
37Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking 
with you."  
38Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.  
39Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the 
blind will see and those who see will become blind."  
40Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, 
"What? Are we blind too?"  
41Jesus said, "If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but 
now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.” 

 
Christ’s Capture and Trial 

MATTHEW 26 
57Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas, the 

high priest, where the teachers of the law and the elders had 
assembled. 58But Peter followed him at a distance, right up to the 
courtyard of the high priest. He entered and sat down with the guards 
to see the outcome.  
59The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false 
evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death. 60But they 
did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward.  
61Finally two came forward and declared, "This fellow said, 'I am able 
to destroy the temple of God and rebuild it in three days.' "  
62Then the high priest stood up and said to Jesus, "Are you not going 
to answer? What is this testimony that these men are bringing against 
you?" 63But Jesus remained silent.  
The high priest said to him, "I charge you under oath by the living 
God: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God."  
64"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied. "But I say to all of you: In the 
future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven."  
65Then the high priest tore his clothes and said, "He has spoken 
blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? Look, now you 
have heard the blasphemy. 66What do you think?"  
"He is worthy of death," they answered.  
67Then they spit in his face and struck him with their fists. Others 
slapped him 68and said, "Prophesy to us, Christ. Who hit you?" 

 
MATTHEW 27 
11Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the 

governor asked him, "Are you the king of the Jews?"  
"Yes, it is as you say," Jesus replied.  
12When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no 
answer. 13Then Pilate asked him, "Don't you hear the testimony they 
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are bringing against you?" 14But Jesus made no reply, not even to a 
single charge--to the great amazement of the governor.  
15Now it was the governor's custom at the Feast to release a prisoner 
chosen by the crowd. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 
called Barabbas. 17So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked 
them, "Which one do you want me to release to you: Barabbas, or 
Jesus who is called Christ?" 18For he knew it was out of envy that 
they had handed Jesus over to him.  
19While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife sent him this 
message: "Don't have anything to do with that innocent man, for I 
have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him."  
20But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus executed.  
21"Which of the two do you want me to release to you?" asked the 
governor.  
"Barabbas," they answered.  
22"What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?" Pilate 
asked.  
They all answered, "Crucify him!"  
23"Why? What crime has he committed?" asked Pilate.  
But they shouted all the louder, "Crucify him!"  
24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an 
uproar was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of 
the crowd. "I am innocent of this man's blood," he said. "It is your 
responsibility!"  
25All the people answered, "Let his blood be on us and on our 
children!"  
26Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and 
handed him over to be crucified.  
  
27Then the governor's soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and 
gathered the whole company of soldiers around him. 28They stripped 
him and put a scarlet robe on him, 29and then twisted together a 
crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a staff in his right 
hand and knelt in front of him and mocked him. "Hail, king of the 
Jews!" they said. 30They spit on him, and took the staff and struck 
him on the head again and again. 31After they had mocked him, they 
took off the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him 
away to crucify him.  
 

Christ’s Crucifixion  
MATTHEW 27 
32As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, 

named Simon, and they forced him to carry the cross. 33They came to 
a place called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull). 34There 
they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but after tasting it, 
he refused to drink it. 35When they had crucified him, they divided up 
his clothes by casting lots. 36And sitting down, they kept watch over 
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him there. 37Above his head they placed the written charge against 
him: THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 38Two robbers 
were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39Those 
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40and saying, 
"You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of 
God!"  
41In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the 
elders mocked him. 42"He saved others," they said, "but he can't save 
himself! He's the King of Israel! Let him come down now from the 
cross, and we will believe in him. 43He trusts in God. Let God rescue 
him now if he wants him, for he said, 'I am the Son of God.' " 44In 
the same way the robbers who were crucified with him also heaped 
insults on him.  
  
45From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the 
land. 46About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eloi, 
Eloi, lama sabachthani?"--which means, "My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?" 
47When some of those standing there heard this, they said, "He's 
calling Elijah."  
48Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with 
wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49The 
rest said, "Now leave him alone. Let's see if Elijah comes to save 
him."  
50And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his 
spirit.  
51At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top 
to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. 52The tombs broke 
open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised 
to life. 53They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus' resurrection 
they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.  
54When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus 
saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, 
and exclaimed, "Surely he was the Son of God!"  
55Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had 
followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his needs. 56Among them 
were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the 
mother of Zebedee's sons.  
 
57As evening approached, there came a rich man from Arimathea, 
named Joseph, who had himself become a disciple of Jesus. 58Going 
to Pilate, he asked for Jesus' body, and Pilate ordered that it be given 
to him. 59Joseph took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 
60and placed it in his own new tomb that he had cut out of the rock. 
He rolled a big stone in front of the entrance to the tomb and went 
away. 61Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there 
opposite the tomb.   
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62The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and 
the Pharisees went to Pilate. 63"Sir," they said, "we remember that 
while he was still alive that deceiver said, 'After three days I will rise 
again.' 64So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the 
third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the body and 
tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last 
deception will be worse than the first."  
65"Take a guard," Pilate answered. "Go, make the tomb as secure as 
you know how." 66So they went and made the tomb secure by putting 
a seal on the stone and posting the guard. 

 
Christ’s Resurrection 

MATTHEW 28 
1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  
2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down 
from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as 
snow. 4The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became 
like dead men.  
5The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you 
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, 
just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead 
of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you."  
8So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them. "Greetings," 
he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 
10Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers 
to go to Galilee; there they will see me."  
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Matthew 3 

 Jesus began his ministry by getting baptized. He knew that baptism was something 
required by God. 

 God was pleased by Jesus’ obedience in getting baptized 

 Jesus never asks us to do anything he hasn’t already done himself. 
 
Matthew 5 

 God blesses those who in this world’s eyes are seen as weak. He promises them 
healing and a future in His kingdom. 

 These characteristics are all components of humility 

 Those who follow God should expect some hardship in their life because of their 
faith, because that is the way humans have treated God’s followers (and prophets) 
throughout history. 

 
Matthew 13 

 Jesus spoke to people in parables on purpose. The message of each parable would be 
clear to those who were willing to search out the answer and obscure to someone 
who was not.  

 People will respond differently to hearing God’s Word depending on their 
personality and situation in life. We need to make sure that the cares of this life 
and/or trials we go through don’t kill God’s Word within us. 

 
Matthew 8 

 Christ had the power and desire to heal anyone’s illness whether Jew or Gentile (the 
centurion was a Roman). 

 The centurion believed that Christ could heal his servant without needing to be 
physically present. He understood the fullness of Christ’s power. This faith is 
commended by Christ. 

 Christ’s ability to heal is the fulfillment of prophecy.  

 The fulfillment of the prophecy reinforces our understanding that demons are 
illnesses 

 
John 9 

 In contrast to the faith of the centurion, the Pharisees did not believe that Jesus 
could heal the sick. Notice that Jesus also heals the blind man through physically 
touching him and putting mud on his eyes. We know from the last healing that Jesus 
didn’t need to do this. But perhaps the blind man needed Jesus to heal him in this 
way because his faith was weak. 

 The Jews believed that sickness was a result of a person’s sinfulness. But Jesus 
teaches that people do not always get ill as a consequence of something they have 
done wrong. God can use people’s illnesses as a way to glorify Himself. 

 Jesus warns us against spiritual blindness. The Pharisees were blind to their own 
faults and didn’t recognize Jesus as the Messiah. 
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Matthew 26-28 

 All of the events of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection fulfilled O.T. prophecies 
(e.g. silent before accusers, and all the details of the crucifixion). 

 The Jews chose to have Pilate release a known criminal rather than the innocent 
Jesus.  

 The entire crowd allied themselves with Barabbus and dissociated themselves (free 
will) from Jesus Christ 

 Christ submitted to God’s will that he should be demeaned and killed.  

 Jesus died on the cross – he was a mortal Son of Man  

 Jesus rose from the dead – death could not hold him because he was the sinless Son 
of God 
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Temple of the Living God (The Present Church) 
 

The majority of the New Testament is devoted to letters written between the 
apostles and the new church. These letters give us great insight into the beliefs and practices 
the apostles thought were crucial in the life of a believer and for how the true church of 
Jesus Christ would operate. This session will look at some of the precedents and practices 
these letters establish for our own life in Christ and our own ability to recognize and 
participate in his Church. 
 

ACTS 2 
14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd: "Fellow Jews and all of you who live in 
Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 
15These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the 
morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:  
    17" 'In the last days, God says,  
       I will pour out my Spirit on all people.  
   Your sons and daughters will prophesy,  
       your young men will see visions,  
       your old men will dream dreams.  
    18Even on my servants, both men and women,  
       I will pour out my Spirit in those days,  
       and they will prophesy.  
    19I will show wonders in the heaven above  
       and signs on the earth below,  
       blood and fire and billows of smoke.  
    20The sun will be turned to darkness  
       and the moon to blood  
       before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.  
    21And everyone who calls  
       on the name of the Lord will be saved.'  
22"Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man 
accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God 
did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was 
handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and 
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to 
the cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold 
on him. 25David said about him:  
   " 'I saw the Lord always before me.  
       Because he is at my right hand,  
       I will not be shaken.  
    26Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;  
       my body also will live in hope,  
    27because you will not abandon me to the grave,  
       nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  
    28You have made known to me the paths of life;  
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       you will fill me with joy in your presence.'  
29"Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died 
and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30But he was a 
prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would 
place one of his descendants on his throne. 31Seeing what was ahead, 
he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned 
to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32God has raised this Jesus 
to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33Exalted to the right hand 
of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit 
and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34For David did not 
ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  
   " 'The Lord said to my Lord:  
       "Sit at my right hand  
    35until I make your enemies  
       a footstool for your feet." '  
36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"  
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God 
will call."  
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, 
"Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41Those who 
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day.  
 
 42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was 
filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done 
by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and had everything 
in common. 45Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to 
anyone as he had need. 46Every day they continued to meet together 
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily 
those who were being saved. 

 
ACTS 8 
26Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Go south to the 

road--the desert road--that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." 27So 
he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch, an 
important official in charge of all the treasury of Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians. This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28and on 
his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the book of Isaiah the 
prophet. 29The Spirit told Philip, "Go to that chariot and stay near it."  
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30Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah 
the prophet. "Do you understand what you are reading?" Philip 
asked.  
31"How can I," he said, "unless someone explains it to me?" So he 
invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  
32The eunuch was reading this passage of Scripture:  
   "He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,  
       and as a lamb before the shearer is silent,  
       so he did not open his mouth.  
    33In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.  
       Who can speak of his descendants?  
       For his life was taken from the earth."  
34The eunuch asked Philip, "Tell me, please, who is the prophet 
talking about, himself or someone else?" 35Then Philip began with 
that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about 
Jesus.  
36As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 
eunuch said, "Look, here is water. Why shouldn't I be baptized?" 
38And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 
eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 39When 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took 
Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his 
way rejoicing. 40Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled 
about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached 
Caesarea. 

 
ACTS 9 
1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats 

against the Lord's disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked 
him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found 
any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he 
might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus 
on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do 
you persecute me?"  
5"Who are you, Lord?" Saul asked.  
6"I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting," he replied. "Now get up 
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do."  
7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the 
sound but did not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but 
when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by 
the hand into Damascus. 9For three days he was blind, and did not 
eat or drink anything.  
10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called 
to him in a vision, "Ananias!"  
"Yes, Lord," he answered.  
11The Lord told him, "Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street 
and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12In a 
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vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands 
on him to restore his sight."  
13"Lord," Ananias answered, "I have heard many reports about this 
man and all the harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 14And 
he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all 
who call on your name."  
15But the Lord said to Ananias, "Go! This man is my chosen 
instrument to carry my name before the Gentiles and their kings and 
before the people of Israel. 16I will show him how much he must 
suffer for my name."  
17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands 
on Saul, he said, "Brother Saul, the Lord--Jesus, who appeared to you 
on the road as you were coming here--has sent me so that you may 
see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 18Immediately, 
something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he could see again. He 
got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food, he regained 
his strength.  
 
 20Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he 
began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21All 
those who heard him were astonished and asked, "Isn't he the man 
who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? 
And hasn't he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief 
priests?" 22Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the 
Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.  
23After many days had gone by, the Jews conspired to kill him, 24but 
Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the 
city gates in order to kill him. 25But his followers took him by night 
and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall.  
26When he came to Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they 
were all afraid of him, not believing that he really was a disciple. 27But 
Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told them 
how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had 
spoken to him, and how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in 
the name of Jesus. 28So Saul stayed with them and moved about freely 
in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord. 29He talked 
and debated with the Grecian Jews, but they tried to kill him. 30When 
the brothers learned of this, they took him down to Caesarea and 
sent him off to Tarsus.  
31Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a 
time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy 
Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord. 

 
1 CORINTHIANS 11 
1Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.  

2I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to 
the teachings, just as I passed them on to you.  
3Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and 
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the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. 4Every 
man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his 
head. 5And every woman who prays or prophesies with her head 
uncovered dishonors her head--it is just as though her head were 
shaved. 6If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her 
hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut or 
shaved off, she should cover her head. 7A man ought not to cover his 
head, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the 
glory of man. 8For man did not come from woman, but woman from 
man; 9neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. 10For 
this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a 
sign of authority on her head.  
11In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is 
man independent of woman. 12For as woman came from man, so also 
man is born of woman. But everything comes from God. 13Judge for 
yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? 14Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a 
man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15but that if a woman has 
long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 
16If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other 
practice--nor do the churches of God.  
17In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your 
meetings do more harm than good. 18In the first place, I hear that 
when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, 
and to some extent I believe it. 19No doubt there have to be 
differences among you to show which of you have God's approval. 
20When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, 21for 
as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. 
One remains hungry, another gets drunk. 22Don't you have homes to 
eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate 
those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you 
for this? Certainly not!  
23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 
do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes.  
27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and 
blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats 
of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks 
without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment 
on himself. 

 
 



Temple of the Living God 
The Gospel of Peace: Session 12 

 120 

2 CORINTHIANS 6 
14Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do 

righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship 
can light have with darkness? 15What harmony is there between 
Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an 
unbeliever? 16What agreement is there between the temple of God 
and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 
"I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, 
and they will be my people."  
    17"Therefore come out from them  
       and be separate, says the Lord.  
   Touch no unclean thing,  
       and I will receive you."  
    18"I will be a Father to you,  
       and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." 

 
1 TIMOTHY 3 
1Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on 

being an overseer, he desires a noble task. 2Now the overseer must be 
above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3not given to 
drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of 
money. 4He must manage his own family well and see that his 
children obey him with proper respect. 5(If anyone does not know 
how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's 
church?) 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become 
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7He must 
also have a good reputation with outsiders, so that he will not fall 
into disgrace and into the devil's trap.  
8Deacons, likewise, are to be men worthy of respect, sincere, not 
indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9They must 
keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 
10They must first be tested; and then if there is nothing against them, 
let them serve as deacons.  
11In the same way, their wives are to be women worthy of respect, 
not malicious talkers [Greek: diabolos!] but temperate and 
trustworthy in everything.  
12A deacon must be the husband of but one wife and must manage 
his children and his household well. 13Those who have served well 
gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in Christ 
Jesus.  
14Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these 
instructions so that, 15if I am delayed, you will know how people 
ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the 
church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth. 
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1 TIMOTHY 4 
1The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon 

the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 
2Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences 
have been seared as with a hot iron. 3They forbid people to marry 
and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to 
be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know 
the truth. 4For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5because it is consecrated 
by the word of God and prayer.  
6If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good 
minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of 
the good teaching that you have followed. 7Have nothing to do with 
godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 
8For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 
things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.  
9This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 10(and for 
this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living 
God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who 
believe.  
11Command and teach these things. 12Don't let anyone look down on 
you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 13Until I come, devote 
yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to 
teaching. 14Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a 
prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.  
15Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 
everyone may see your progress. 16Watch your life and doctrine 
closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both 
yourself and your hearers. 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Acts 2 

 The apostles teach people that once they believe the gospel message they should 
repent and be baptized. This act is necessary in order to be saved from destruction. 

 The faithful accepted the apostles’ teaching and were baptized. 

 Once baptized, the new believers devote themselves to the apostles’ teaching, 
breaking of bread and prayer. 

 Disciples meet together frequently to praise God. 

 The new believers held all of their possessions in common.  
 
Acts 8 

 The eunuch asked for help to understand what he was reading in the scriptures. God  
provided that help through Philip. 

 As soon as the eunuch understood the gospel message he asked to be baptized. 
Philip baptized him straight away. 

 
Acts 9 

 In response to finally understanding the gospel message, Paul is baptized. 

 Once baptized Paul immediately begins preaching about Christ everywhere he goes. 
 
1 Corinthians 11 

 Believers are to follow the example of Paul’s actions just as he was following the 
example of Christ’s actions. 

 The Church of God should not tolerate nor display divisions. 

 Paul says that it is right for a woman to cover her head when praying and a man to 
leave his head uncovered in order to symbolize the relationship between Christ and 
man and woman and man. 

 The new believers are commanded to remember Christ’s sacrifice by breaking bread 
and drinking wine together.  

 
2 Corinthians 6 

 Disciples should only fellowship (share bread and wine) with other believers 

 Disciples are the Temple of God! They should treat their body appropriately so that 
God can “live” inside. 

 There must be some sense of “separation” from the world to be the children of the 
Living God. 

 
1 Timothy 3 

 Those who would be leaders in the church need to be of good moral character. The 
church is instructed to only choose leaders who have shown themselves over time to 
be able to control their own behavior and act in godly ways with their families and 
other brothers and sisters. 

 Note the presence of the devil in this text! (see Session 06) 
 



Temple of the Living God 
The Gospel of Peace: Session 12 

 123 

1 Timothy 4 

 Disciples are instructed to beware of those who had left the faith and would teach 
them lies. Some of these wrong doctrines would be things such as forbidding people 
to marry or restricting their diet. 

 Disciples are instructed to watch their lives and beliefs very closely to make sure that 
they didn’t stray from the teachings Christ had given them. Practicing right belief is a 
matter of life and death (but c.f. Luke 12:32). 

 In contrast to the false ideas of the wayward teachers, the believers are to set an 
example for the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 

 Disciples are to devote themselves to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching 
and to teaching.  
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I Am Making All Things New (The Future Kingdom) 
 
In this class we will be considering the following things: 

 What will the world be like before Christ’s return? 

 What will happen when Christ returns? 

 What will the Kingdom be like? 

 What happens at the very end? 
 
Part 1: What will the world be like before Christ’s return? Will there be signs that we should 
look for? 

 
MATTHEW 24 

1Jesus left the temple and was walking away when his disciples came 
up to him to call his attention to its buildings. 2"Do you see all these 
things?" he asked. "I tell you the truth, not one stone here will be left 
on another; every one will be thrown down."  
3As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to 
him privately. "Tell us," they said, "when will this happen, and what 
will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?"  
4Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. 5For many will 
come in my name, claiming, 'I am the Christ,' and will deceive many. 
6You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are 
not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. 
7Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 
will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8All these are the 
beginning of birth pains.  
9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, 
and you will be hated by all nations because of me. 10At that time 
many will turn away from the faith and will betray and hate each 
other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many 
people. 12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will 
grow cold, 13but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14And 
this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  
15"So when you see standing in the holy place 'the abomination that 
causes desolation,' spoken of through the prophet Daniel--let the 
reader understand-- 16then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 17Let no one on the roof of his house go down to take 
anything out of the house. 18Let no one in the field go back to get his 
cloak. 19How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women 
and nursing mothers! 20Pray that your flight will not take place in 
winter or on the Sabbath. 21For then there will be great distress, 
unequaled from the beginning of the world until now--and never to 
be equaled again. 22If those days had not been cut short, no one 
would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be 
shortened. 23At that time if anyone says to you, 'Look, here is the 
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Christ!' or, 'There he is!' do not believe it. 24For false Christs and false 
prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive 
even the elect--if that were possible. 25See, I have told you ahead of 
time.  
26"So if anyone tells you, 'There he is, out in the desert,' do not go 
out; or, 'Here he is, in the inner rooms,' do not believe it. 27For as 
lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 28Wherever there is a carcass, there 
the vultures will gather.  
29"Immediately after the distress of those days  
   " 'the sun will be darkened,  
       and the moon will not give its light;  
   the stars will fall from the sky,  
       and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.' 
30"At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and 
all the nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory. 31And 
he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the 
other.  
32"Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get 
tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33Even 
so, when you see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the 
door. 34I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly not pass away 
until all these things have happened. 35Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will never pass away.  
 
36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of 
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days 
before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they 
knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and 
took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of 
Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other 
left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken 
and the other left.  
42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your 
Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had 
known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have 
kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you 
also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour 
when you do not expect him.  
45"Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has 
put in charge of the servants in his household to give them their food 
at the proper time? 46It will be good for that servant whose master 
finds him doing so when he returns. 47I tell you the truth, he will put 
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him in charge of all his possessions. 48But suppose that servant is 
wicked and says to himself, 'My master is staying away a long time,' 
49and he then begins to beat his fellow servants and to eat and drink 
with drunkards. 50The master of that servant will come on a day when 
he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of. 51He will 
cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where 
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 
 

Part 2: What will happen when Christ returns? 
 
I CORINTHIANS 15:20-28, 35-58 
20But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the 

firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For since death came 
through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a 
man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23But 
each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, 
those who belong to him. 24Then the end will come, when he hands 
over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all 
dominion, authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put 
all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death. 27For he "has put everything under his feet." Now when it says 
that "everything" has been put under him, it is clear that this does not 
include God himself, who put everything under Christ. 28When he 
has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who 
put everything under him, so that God may be all in all. … 
…35But someone may ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind 
of body will they come?" 36How foolish! What you sow does not 
come to life unless it dies. 37When you sow, you do not plant the 
body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something 
else. 38But God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind 
of seed he gives its own body. 39All flesh is not the same: Men have 
one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish 
another. 40There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly 
bodies; but the splendor of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the 
splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41The sun has one kind of 
splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs 
from star in splendor.  
42So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that is 
sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43it is sown in dishonor, it 
is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; 44it is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. 
If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. 45So it is 
written: "The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam, 
a lifegiving spirit. 46The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, 
and after that the spiritual. 47The first man was of the dust of the 
earth, the second man from heaven. 48As was the earthly man, so are 
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those who are of the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so also 
are those who are of heaven. 49And just as we have borne the likeness 
of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of the man from 
heaven.  
50I declare to you, brothers, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
51Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed-- 52in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we will be changed. 53For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54When the perishable 
has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has 
been swallowed up in victory." 
    55"Where, O death, is your victory?  
       Where, O death, is your sting?" 56The sting of death is sin, and 
the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
58Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. 
Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

 
ROMANS 2:1-11 

1You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone 
else, for at whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning 
yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. 2Now 
we know that God's judgment against those who do such things is 
based on truth. 3So when you, a mere man, pass judgment on them 
and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape God's 
judgment? 4Or do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, 
tolerance and patience, not realizing that God's kindness leads you 
toward repentance?  
5But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you 
are storing up wrath against yourself for the day of God's wrath, 
when his righteous judgment will be revealed. 6God "will give to each 
person according to what he has done." 7To those who by persistence 
in doing good seek glory, honor and immortality, he will give eternal 
life. 8But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and 
follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9There will be trouble and 
distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then 
for the Gentile; 10but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does 
good: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 11For God does not 
show favoritism. 
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Part 3: What will the Kingdom be like? 
 
ISAIAH 11 

6 The wolf will live with the lamb,  
the leopard will lie down with the goat,  
the calf and the lion and the yearling together;  
and a little child will lead them.  
7 The cow will feed with the bear,  
their young will lie down together,  
and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  
8 The infant will play near the hole of the cobra,  
and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest.  
9 They will neither harm nor destroy  
on all my holy mountain,  
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  
as the waters cover the sea.  
 

ISAIAH 35 
1 The desert and the parched land will be glad;  
the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.  
Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom;  
it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy.  
The glory of Lebanon will be given to it,  
the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;  
they will see the glory of the LORD,  
the splendor of our God.  
 
3 Strengthen the feeble hands,  
steady the knees that give way;  
4 say to those with fearful hearts,  
"Be strong, do not fear;  
your God will come,  
he will come with vengeance;  
with divine retribution  
he will come to save you."  
 
5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened  
and the ears of the deaf unstopped.  
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer,  
and the mute tongue shout for joy.  
Water will gush forth in the wilderness  
and streams in the desert.  
7 The burning sand will become a pool,  
the thirsty ground bubbling springs.  
In the haunts where jackals once lay,  
grass and reeds and papyrus will grow.  
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8 And a highway will be there;  
it will be called the Way of Holiness.  
The unclean will not journey on it;  
it will be for those who walk in that Way;  
wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9 No lion will be there,  
nor will any ferocious beast get up on it;  
they will not be found there.  
But only the redeemed will walk there,  
10 and the ransomed of the LORD will return.  
They will enter Zion with singing;  
everlasting joy will crown their heads.  
Gladness and joy will overtake them,  
and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 
ISAIAH 65 

17 "Behold, I will create  
new heavens and a new earth.  
The former things will not be remembered,  
nor will they come to mind.  
18 But be glad and rejoice forever  
in what I will create,  
for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight  
and its people a joy.  
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem  
and take delight in my people;  
the sound of weeping and of crying  
will be heard in it no more.  
 
20 "Never again will there be in it  
an infant who lives but a few days,  
or an old man who does not live out his years;  
he who dies at a hundred  
will be thought a mere youth;  
he who fails to reach a hundred  
will be considered accursed.  
21 They will build houses and dwell in them;  
they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  
22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them,  
or plant and others eat.  
For as the days of a tree,  
so will be the days of my people;  
my chosen ones will long enjoy  
the works of their hands.  
23 They will not toil in vain  
or bear children doomed to misfortune;  
for they will be a people blessed by the LORD,  
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they and their descendants with them.  
24 Before they call I will answer;  
while they are still speaking I will hear.  
25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together,  
and the lion will eat straw like the ox,  
but dust will be the serpent's food.  
They will neither harm nor destroy  
on all my holy mountain,"  
says the LORD. 

 
 

Part 4: Chronology of the End 
 
REVELATION 20 
1And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the 

key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the 
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound 
him for a thousand years. 3He threw him into the Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations 
anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be 
set free for a short time.  
4I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given 
authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the 
word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and 
had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They 
came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5(The rest of 
the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) 
This is the first resurrection. 6Blessed and holy are those who have 
part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over 
them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign 
with him for a thousand years.  
 
7When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his 
prison 8and will go out to deceive the nations in the four corners of 
the earth--Gog and Magog--to gather them for battle. In number they 
are like the sand on the seashore. 9They marched across the breadth 
of the earth and surrounded the camp of God's people, the city he 
loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10And 
the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning 
sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They 
will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.  
 
11Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. 
Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for 
them. 12And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is 



I Am Making all Things New 
The Gospel of Peace: Session 13 

 

 132 

the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had 
done as recorded in the books. 13The sea gave up the dead that were 
in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and 
each person was judged according to what he had done. 14Then death 
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the 
second death. 15If anyone's name was not found written in the book 
of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.  
 

REVELATION 21 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 
the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2I 
saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling 
of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his 
people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed 
away."  
5He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything 
new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are 
trustworthy and true."  
6He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink 
without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7He who overcomes 
will inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be my son. 8But 
the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually 
immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--
their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the 
second death." 

 
REVELATION 22 
1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as 

clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
2down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the 
river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its 
fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of 
the nations. 3No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God 
and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 
4They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 
5There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp 
or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And 
they will reign for ever and ever. 6The angel said to me, "These words 
are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the 
prophets, sent his angel to show his servants the things that must 
soon take place." 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Part 1: The world before Christ’s return and signs of Christ’s coming 
Matthew 24 

 Before Christ returns there will be false prophets who come claiming to be him. 
These people will be so convincing that even some of the believers might be 
convinced. But Christ says we should not pay attention to them. There is no way we 
will miss his return. The entire world will know when he comes back. 

 There will be wars and rumors of wars, famine and earthquakes worldwide.  

 Wars, rumours of wars, famines and earthquakes are birth pains: that means likely we 
will witness an increase in frequency and intensity – just as birth pains work. 

 Some of “you” will be persecuted and killed (believers? maybe: probably Jews.) 

 The gospel must be preached throughout the whole world before Christ returns. 

 No one knows when Christ will return (not even Christ). It will take us by surprise. 
So we need to be preparing ourselves for the event to happen at any time. 

 God will reward those who remain faithful until the time of Christ’s return. 
 

Part 2: The Events that will that will take place at Christ’s return 
1 Corinthians 15:20-28, 35-58 

 When Christ returns the faithful will be raised from death back to life! 

 Christ works to conquer all the enemies of God. The last enemy that will be 
destroyed is death. 

 Once Christ’s work is done he will hand control of the world back over to God and 
God will “become all in all.” 

 When the righteous are raised they will be given an “incorruptible body” to replace 
their old corruptible one 

 Some righteous will be alive when Christ returns. They too will receive the same 
reward as the resurrected, even though they did not “sleep” in death. 

 
Romans 2:1-11 

 There will be a time of judgment where we will be judged according to the life we 
have lived 

 Those who have done good will receive eternal life from God’s goodness. 

 Those who have done evil will receive death from God’s severity. 
 
Part 3:  A Description of the Kingdom 
Isaiah 11:1-12 

 Christ will judge the world with God’s spirit of complete justice and righteousness. 

 There will no longer be any enmity between any people or animals. All things will 
live in peace with one another. 

 The entire world will be filled with the knowledge of God. 
 
Isaiah 35 

 Deserts will blossom and run with water. 

 All physical weaknesses will be healed.  
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 All fear will be taken away. 

 The righteous will go to Zion (Jerusalem) to worship God. 
 
Isaiah 65 

 The world will be changed and made new again. 

 There will be no more sorrow or sadness. 

 People will enjoy the fruits of their labor.  All of their needs will be taken care of 
even before they ask. 

 There will be no more death. 
 
Part 4: Chronology of the End 
Revelation 20 

 Christ returns to the Earth 

 The faithful are raised from death to life (the first resurrection) 

 Christ and his faithful reign in his kingdom on Earth 

 Opposition to Christ is “chained” for the whole Kingdom period (1000 years?) 

 A major battle ensues at the end of the Kingdom when opposition to Christ is freed. 
Those who oppose God will be destroyed. 

 All those who have died in history will then be raised: the evil from prior to Christ’s 
return and both good and evil from the Kingdom period (the second resurrection)   

 Judgment Day: the book of life is opened. Those whose names are found therein are 
given immortality. Those whose names are not there are destroyed in the lake of fire.  

 
Revelation 21 

 After the judgment, God Himself comes down from Heaven to dwell with men on 
earth 

 There will be no more death, pain or sadness. 
 
Revelation 22 

 After God comes to dwell with men on earth, the curse (Genesis 3) will be broken. 

 There will be no more night and day, but God will be the light of the world. 
 

 
 
 



Living With God 
The Gospel of Peace: Session 14 

 

 135 

What About Me?  
 

Living with God 
 How does an individual disciple conduct him/herself before God on a day to day 
basis? This is what the Bible says: 
 
 
Part 1: Attitude 

 
GENESIS 1 
Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our 

likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of 
the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground."  
 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female he created them. 

 
MATTHEW 22 
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might 

entangle Him in His talk. 16And they sent to Him their disciples with 
the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that You are true, and 
teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for 
You do not regard the person of men. 17Tell us, therefore, what do 
You think? Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?"  
18But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, "Why do you test 
Me, you hypocrites? 19Show Me the tax money."  
So they brought Him a denarius.  
20And He said to them, "Whose image and inscription is this?"  
21They said to Him, "Caesar's."  
And He said to them, "Render therefore to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's." 22When they had 
heard these words, they marveled, and left Him and went their way. 

 
MICAH 6 
Listen to what the LORD says:  

 
"Stand up, plead your case before the mountains;  
let the hills hear what you have to say.  
2 Hear, O mountains, the LORD's accusation;  
listen, you everlasting foundations of the earth.  
For the LORD has a case against his people;  
he is lodging a charge against Israel.  
 
3 "My people, what have I done to you?  
How have I burdened you? Answer me.  
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4 I brought you up out of Egypt  
and redeemed you from the land of slavery.  
I sent Moses to lead you,  
also Aaron and Miriam.  
5 My people, remember  
what Balak king of Moab counseled  
and what Balaam son of Beor answered.  
Remember your journey from Shittim to Gilgal,  
that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD ."  
 
6 With what shall I come before the LORD  
and bow down before the exalted God?  
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  
with calves a year old?  
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,  
with ten thousand rivers of oil?  
Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,  
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  
8 He has showed you, O man, what is good.  
And what does the LORD require of you?  
To act justly and to love mercy  
and to walk humbly with your God. 

 
GENESIS 3 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild 

animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God 
really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"  
2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in 
the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree 
that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you 
will die.' "  
4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For 
God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil."  
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food 
and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she 
took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was 
with her, and he ate it. 

 
PHILIPPIANS 2 
1If you have any encouragement from being united with 

Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, 
if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 
purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should 
look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
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others.  
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  
    6Who, being in very nature God,  
       did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
    7but made himself nothing,  
       taking the very nature of a servant,  
       being made in human likeness.  
    8And being found in appearance as a man,  
       he humbled himself  
       and became obedient to death--  
          even death on a cross!  
    9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place  
       and gave him the name that is above every name,  
    10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  
       in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
    11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
       to the glory of God the Father. 

 
ROMANS 11 
11 I say then, have they [the Jews] stumbled that they should 

fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to 
jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles. 12Now if their fall is 
riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how 
much more their fullness! 

13For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to 
the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14if by any means I may provoke 
to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. 15For if 
their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead? 

16For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the 
root is holy, so are the branches. 17And if some of the branches were 
broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among 
them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the 
olive tree, 18do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, 
remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports 
you. 19You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be 
grafted in." 20Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and 
you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. 21For if God did not 
spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either. 22Therefore 
consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, 
severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. 
Otherwise you also will be cut off. 23And they also, if they do not 
continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them 
in again. 24For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by 
nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted 
into their own olive tree? 25For I do not desire, brethren, that you 
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should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your 
own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 

 
GENESIS 4 
1 Adam lay with his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and 

gave birth to Cain. She said, "With the help of the LORD I have 
brought forth a man." 2 Later she gave birth to his brother Abel.  
Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 3 In the course of 
time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the 
LORD. 4 But Abel brought fat portions from some of the firstborn 
of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 5 
but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was 
very angry, and his face was downcast.  
6 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your 
face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? 
But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it 
desires to have you, but you must master it." 

 
Part 2: Specifics 

 
ACTS 2 
22"Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man 

accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God 
did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23This man was 
handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and 
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to 
the cross. 24But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold 
on him. 25David said about him:  
   " 'I saw the Lord always before me.  
       Because he is at my right hand,  
       I will not be shaken.  
    26Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;  
       my body also will live in hope,  
    27because you will not abandon me to the grave,  
       nor will you let your Holy One see decay.  
    28You have made known to me the paths of life;  
       you will fill me with joy in your presence.' 
29"Brothers, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died 
and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day. 30But he was a 
prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath that he would 
place one of his descendants on his throne. 31Seeing what was ahead, 
he spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned 
to the grave, nor did his body see decay. 32God has raised this Jesus 
to life, and we are all witnesses of the fact. 33Exalted to the right hand 
of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit 
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and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34For David did not 
ascend to heaven, and yet he said,  
   " 'The Lord said to my Lord:  
       "Sit at my right hand  
    35until I make your enemies  
       a footstool for your feet." ' 
36"Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  
37When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"  
38Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39The promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off--for all whom the Lord our God 
will call."  
40With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, 
"Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41Those who 
accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to their number that day. 

 
ROMANS 6 
1What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace 

may increase? 2By no means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any 
longer? 3Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were therefore buried 
with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live 
a new life.  
5If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will 
certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6For we know 
that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might 
be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 
7because anyone who has died has been freed from sin.  
8Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he 
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10The death 
he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 
God.  
11In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus. 12Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so 
that you obey its evil desires. 13Do not offer the parts of your body to 
sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, 
as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the 
parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14For sin 
shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under 
grace. 
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1 CORINTHIANS 6 
1If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it 

before the ungodly for judgment instead of before the saints? 2Do 
you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to 
judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 3Do 
you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things 
of this life! 4Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, 
appoint as judges even men of little account in the church! 5I say this 
to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise 
enough to judge a dispute between believers? 6But instead, one 
brother goes to law against another--and this in front of unbelievers!  
7The very fact that you have lawsuits among you means you have 
been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? Why 
not rather be cheated? 8Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, 
and you do this to your brothers.  
9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters 
nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10nor 
thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God. 11And that is what some of you 
were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

 
MATTHEW 9 
14Then John's disciples came and asked him, "How is it that 

we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?"  
15Jesus answered, "How can the guests of the bridegroom mourn 
while he is with them? The time will come when the bridegroom will 
be taken from them; then they will fast.  
16"No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the 
patch will pull away from the garment, making the tear worse. 
17Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the 
skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be 
ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins, and both are 
preserved." 

 
1 THESSALONIANS 5 
12Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those who work hard 

among you, who are over you in the Lord and who admonish you. 
13Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their work. Live 
in peace with each other. 14And we urge you, brothers, warn those 
who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with 
everyone. 15Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but 
always try to be kind to each other and to everyone else.  
16Be joyful always; 17pray continually; 18give thanks in all 
circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  
19Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 20do not treat prophecies with 
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contempt. 21Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22Avoid every kind 
of evil.  
23May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and 
through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is 
faithful and he will do it.  
25Brothers, pray for us. 26Greet all the brothers with a holy kiss. 27I 
charge you before the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers.  
28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 
JAMES 1 
19My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be 

quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20for man's 
anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires. 
21Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent 
and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.  
22Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do 
what it says. 23Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what 
it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24and, after 
looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks 
like. 25But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives 
freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, 
but doing it--he will be blessed in what he does.  
26If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight 
rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless. 
27Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to 
look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world. 

 
1 TIMOTHY 4 
1The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon 

the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 
2Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences 
have been seared as with a hot iron. 3They forbid people to marry 
and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to 
be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know 
the truth. 4For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be 
rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5because it is consecrated 
by the word of God and prayer.  
6If you point these things out to the brothers, you will be a good 
minister of Christ Jesus, brought up in the truths of the faith and of 
the good teaching that you have followed. 7Have nothing to do with 
godless myths and old wives' tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 
8For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all 
things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.  
9This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance 10(and for 
this we labor and strive), that we have put our hope in the living 
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God, who is the Savior of all men, and especially of those who 
believe.  
11Command and teach these things. 12Don't let anyone look down on 
you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in 
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. 13Until I come, devote 
yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to 
teaching. 14Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a 
prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.  
15Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that 
everyone may see your progress. 16Watch your life and doctrine 
closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both 
yourself and your hearers. 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
Part 1: Attitude 
Genesis 1 

 Man is made in God’s Image 

 This is not just a historical fact, it is a mandate – we must reflect that image 

 Since God has no known physical form, this must be a reflection of his character 
 
Matthew 22 

 Jesus deliberately reflects the language of Genesis 1 

 Jesus makes reference to the fact that the ‘image-stamp’ must be given to its owner 

 This corroborates Genesis 1: we have to give our whole selves to God 
 
Micah 6 

 God has shown us what is good – this therefore is what we must reflect  
 (Note the echo of the word ‘good’ also from Genesis 1) 

 We must act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God (Some versions 
suggest – have the humility to walk with God) 

 Note the couplet of justice and mercy – again the two sides of God (Romans 11) 
 
Genesis 3 

 Eve was tempted by the opportunity to be equal with God 

 The characteristic of the sin therefore, was grasping at equality with God 

 Grasping at the best we can get hold of is the signature characteristic of the mortal 
attitude 

 The serpent was wrong. Adam and Eve did not become like God by sinning 
 
Philippians 2 

 Paul deliberately reflects the language of Genesis 3 

 The ‘attitude of Jesus’ is characterized by not “grasping equality with God” 

 The attitude of Jesus – the spiritual man, is the opposite of Adam – the natural man 

 The attitude of Jesus is to serve God and await His blessing or favour 

 The disciple must have – and display –  that attitude of Jesus  
 
Romans 11 

 It is important in life to be consciously aware of the presence of God 

 It is important to realize our actions will determine God’s attitude towards us 
(remember from Session 01: the goodness and severity of God) 

 
Genesis 4 

 Cain and Abel both believed in God and both worshipped God 

 Cain was rejected and Abel was accepted 

 Cain was rejected because he chose his own way to worship 

 We don’t choose our own method of service – we have to follow what God actually 
wants from us 
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Part 2: Specifics 
All of these statements can be prefixed by the phrase “As a true disciple of Jesus I will…” 
 
Acts 2 

 Be baptized – this is a requirement of God 

 Perform my baptism as a sign of repentance – a change of direction in my life 

 Receive salvation! (the gift of the Holy Spirit) 
 
Romans 6 

 Perform my baptism as the sign that Christ’s death saves me 

 Understand my baptism as a covenant sign – a promise to God of my new intentions 

 Understand those new intentions are not to live a life of sin, but of service to God 

 Hope to receive eternal life (salvation) at the resurrection 

 Realize I do not deserve eternal life, but receive it from God’s grace 
 
1 Corinthians 6 

 not pursue a lawsuit but rather permit myself to be defrauded 

 not live a life of immorality, homosexuality, slander, theft, swindling or wickedness 
 
Matthew 9 

 Fast whilst Jesus is absent from me 
 
1 Thessalonians 5 

 Live in peace with other men 

 Warn the idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  

 Never take revenge 

 Be kind 

 Be joyful 

 Pray always 

 Give thanks to God for everything  

 Avoid every kind of evil 
 
James 1 

 Follow God’s Word, not just read about it! 

 Watch my tongue! – otherwise my religion is meaningless 

 Not live an immoral life – be ‘unspotted from the world’ 

 Help others who are less privileged 
 
1 Timothy 4 

 Not forbid any to marry or forbid to eat certain foods 

 Not follow fables, legends, myths, old wives’ tales, but rather live a godly life 

 Set an example in speech, life, love, faith, purity 

 Constantly review my beliefs and lifestyle – this is the road to my salvation 
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The Bride of Christ 
 Is there a communal aspect to discipleship? Does an individual disciple have 
responsibilities to other disciples as well as their personal conduct before God? And how do 
the disciples now relate to the world around them? This is what the Bible says: 
 
Part 1: Living as a Church together 
 

HEBREWS 10 
15The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:  

    16"This is the covenant I will make with them  
       after that time, says the Lord.  
   I will put my laws in their hearts,  
       and I will write them on their minds." 17Then he adds:  
   "Their sins and lawless acts  
       I will remember no more." 18And where these have been 
forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for sin. 19Therefore, 
brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way opened for us through 
the curtain, that is, his body, 21and since we have a great priest over 
the house of God, 22let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from 
a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 
23Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. 24And let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds. 25Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 
another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  
26If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the 
knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is left, 27but only a fearful 
expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the 
enemies of God. 28Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died 
without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29How 
much more severely do you think a man deserves to be punished 
who has trampled the Son of God under foot, who has treated as an 
unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified him, and who 
has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30For we know him who said, "It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay," and again, "The Lord will judge his 
people." 31It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God.  
32Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when 
you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. 
33Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at 
other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 
34You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the 
confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves 
had better and lasting possessions.  
35So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 
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36You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, 
you will receive what he has promised. 

 
1 CORINTHIANS 11 
1Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.  

 
 2I praise you for remembering me in everything and for holding to 
the teachings, just as I passed them on to you.  
3Now I want you to realize that the head of every man is Christ, and 
the head of the woman is man, and the head of Christ is God. 4Every 
man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his 
head. 5And every woman who prays or prophesies with her head 
uncovered dishonors her head--it is just as though her head were 
shaved. 6If a woman does not cover her head, she should have her 
hair cut off; and if it is a disgrace for a woman to have her hair cut or 
shaved off, she should cover her head. 7A man ought not to cover his 
head, since he is the image and glory of God; but the woman is the 
glory of man. 8For man did not come from woman, but woman from 
man; 9neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. 10For 
this reason, and because of the angels, the woman ought to have a 
sign of authority on her head.  
11In the Lord, however, woman is not independent of man, nor is 
man independent of woman. 12For as woman came from man, so also 
man is born of woman. But everything comes from God. 13Judge for 
yourselves: Is it proper for a woman to pray to God with her head 
uncovered? 14Does not the very nature of things teach you that if a 
man has long hair, it is a disgrace to him, 15but that if a woman has 
long hair, it is her glory? For long hair is given to her as a covering. 
16If anyone wants to be contentious about this, we have no other 
practice--nor do the churches of God.  
 
 17In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your 
meetings do more harm than good. 18In the first place, I hear that 
when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, 
and to some extent I believe it. 19No doubt there have to be 
differences among you to show which of you have God's approval. 
20When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, 21for 
as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. 
One remains hungry, another gets drunk. 22Don't you have homes to 
eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate 
those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you 
for this? Certainly not!  
23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The 
Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for 
you; do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way, after supper 
he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 
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do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." 26For 
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord's death until he comes.  
27Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and 
blood of the Lord. 28A man ought to examine himself before he eats 
of the bread and drinks of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks 
without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment 
on himself. 

 
JOHN 13 
31When [Judas] was gone, Jesus said, "Now is the Son of Man 

glorified and God is glorified in him. 32If God is glorified in him, 
God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.  
33"My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look 
for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am 
going, you cannot come.  
34"A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved 
you, so you must love one another. 35By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another." 

 
 
PHILIPPIANS 2 
1If you have any encouragement from being united with 

Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, 
if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by 
being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and 
purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should 
look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of 
others…  
12Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed--not only in 
my presence, but now much more in my absence--continue to work 
out your salvation with fear and trembling, 13for it is God who works 
in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.  
14Do everything without complaining or arguing, 15so that you may 
become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a 
crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the 
universe 16as you hold out the word of life--in order that I may boast 
on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing. 17But 
even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice 
and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of 
you. 18So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 

 
REVELATION 19 
4The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell 

down and worshiped God, who was seated on the throne. And they 
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cried:  
   "Amen, Hallelujah!"  
5Then a voice came from the throne, saying:  
   "Praise our God,  
       all you his servants,  
   you who fear him,  
       both small and great!"  
6Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of 
rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting:  
   "Hallelujah!  
       For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  
    7Let us rejoice and be glad  
       and give him glory!  
   For the wedding of the Lamb has come,  
       and his bride has made herself ready.  
    8Fine linen, bright and clean,  
       was given her to wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts 
of the saints.) 

 
 

Part 2: Fellowship and Citizenship with God, not with man 
 
2 CORINTHIANS 6 
14Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do 

righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship 
can light have with darkness? 15What harmony is there between 
Christ and Belial? What does a believer have in common with an 
unbeliever? 16What agreement is there between the temple of God 
and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: 
"I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, 
and they will be my people."  
    17"Therefore come out from them  
       and be separate, says the Lord.  
   Touch no unclean thing,  
       and I will receive you."  
    18"I will be a Father to you,  
       and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." 

 
ROMANS 13 
1Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, 

for there is no authority except that which God has established. The 
authorities that exist have been established by God. 2Consequently, 
he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 
instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 
3For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who 
do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? 
Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4For he is God's 
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servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does 
not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of 
wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore, it is 
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible 
punishment but also because of conscience. 6This is also why you pay 
taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time 
to governing. 7Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, 
pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, 
then honor. 

 
EPHESIANS 2 
11Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by 

birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the 
circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)-- 
12remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded 
from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the 
promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near 
through the blood of Christ.  
14For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15by abolishing in 
his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus 
making peace, 16and in this one body to reconcile both of them to 
God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17He 
came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to 
those who were near. 18For through him we both have access to the 
Father by one Spirit.  
19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow 
citizens with God's people and members of God's household, 20built 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief cornerstone. 21In him the whole building is joined 
together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22And in him 
you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit. 

 
1 PETER 2 
1Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, 

hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind. 2Like newborn babies, 
crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salvation, 3now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.  
4As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but chosen 
by God and precious to him-- 5you also, like living stones, are being 
built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For in Scripture it 
says:  
   "See, I lay a stone in Zion,  
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       a chosen and precious cornerstone,  
   and the one who trusts in him  
       will never be put to shame." 7Now to you who believe, this stone 
is precious. But to those who do not believe,  
   "The stone the builders rejected  
       has become the capstone, " 8and,  
   "A stone that causes men to stumble  
       and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they 
disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for.  
9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him 
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you 
were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
11Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to 
abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul. 12Live such 
good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing 
wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he 
visits us.  
 13Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted 
among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, 14or to 
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and 
to commend those who do right. 15For it is God's will that by doing 
good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16Live as 
free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as 
servants of God. 17Show proper respect to everyone: Love the 
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.  
18Slaves, submit yourselves to your masters with all respect, not only 
to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are 
harsh. 19For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of 
unjust suffering because he is conscious of God. 20But how is it to 
your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it? 
But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 
commendable before God. 21To this you were called, because Christ 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in 
his steps.  
    22"He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 
23When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he 
suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him 
who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds 
you have been healed. 25For you were like sheep going astray, but 
now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 
HEBREWS 11 
1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 

what we do not see. 2This is what the ancients were commended for.  
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3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's 
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 
4By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith 
he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his 
offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.  
5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not 
experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him 
away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who 
pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  
7By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear 
built an ark to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world 
and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  
8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later 
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not 
know where he was going. 9By faith he made his home in the 
promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as 
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 
10For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God.  
11By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself 
was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered 
him faithful who had made the promise. 12And so from this one man, 
and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in 
the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  
13All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did 
not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed 
them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens and 
strangers on earth. 14People who say such things show that they are 
looking for a country of their own. 15If they had been thinking of the 
country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. 
16Instead, they were longing for a better country--a heavenly one. 
Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared a city for them… 
39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them 
received what had been promised. 40God had planned something 
better for us so that only together with us would they be made 
perfect. 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Part 1: Living as a Church Together 
All of these statements can be prefixed by the phrase “As disciples of the Lord living 
together as a church we will…” 
 
Hebrew 10 

 Constantly provoke each other to good works  

 Meet together to do this – and to remember the Lord 

 Persevere in our hope so that God will be pleased to reward us with His promise (of 
eternal life) 

 
1 Corinthians 11 

 Cover our heads when praying (women)/uncover our heads when praying (men) 

 Share bread and wine communion together in memory of the Lord’s death 

 Approach the sacraments in a spirit of sober reflection and self-examination 
 
John 13 

 Love each other – this is how the world figures out we are Christ’s disciples 
 
Philippians 2 

 Have the same mind and spirit as the Lord Jesus 

 Be unified! “Oneness” is a signature of the true body of Christ 

 Act in humility, always assuming others to be better than ourselves 

 Always be on the lookout for the best interests of the other disciples 

 Perform all our duties without complaining or arguing 

 Be glad and rejoice! 
 
Revelation 19 

 Clothe the Bride! It is these actions of love towards each other that make the Bride 
ready for the Wedding with the Lord Jesus 

 (Therefore those who will not participate in clothing the Bride will not be 
participating in the Wedding, i.e. the Kingdom of God) 

 
 



The Bride of Christ 
The Gospel of Peace: Session 15 

 

 154 

Part 2: Fellowship and Citizenship with God, not with man 
All of these statements can be prefixed by the phrase “As disciples of the Lord we will…” 
 
2 Corinthians 6 

 Not be yoked together (e.g. in marriage) with an unbeliever 

 Be separate from the world (i.e. in their behaviour and outlook) 

 Thereby become the sons and daughters of the Living God 
 
Romans 13 

 Submit to the local laws wherever we live (if those laws don’t conflict with the 
commandments of God, see Acts 5:29) 

 Pay all relevant taxes, duties, respect and honour to the ‘worldly’ authorities 
 
Ephesians 2 

 Realize we are now citizens in God’s household 

 Be joined together as a temple to the Living God 

 Conduct ourselves in a way in which God Himself can somehow “dwell within us” 
 
1 Peter 2 

 Prepare to be a holy priesthood – develop skills of wanting to help others atone 

 Declare our own salvation in praising God our Saviour 

 Live exemplary lives ad adverts of God’s saving Name 

 Not use our new citizenship in God’s House to escape/override local laws 

 Love the brotherhood, fear God, honour the ruling authorities 

 Submit to employers – even the evil ones 
 
Hebrews 11 

 Live in faith: believe in God and believe that God’s promises are true! 

 Realize that, as citizen’s of God’s country, we are no longer citizens of any worldly 
country (therefore we now desist from voting, jury service, military service – all 
‘citizenship’ activities) 

 Wait patiently, in faith, for God to bring that country into existence, even if we die 
first 
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I Believe 
  
Part 1: Belief 

How does belief change anything? How is salvation ever received? Through faith? 
Through works of faith? Through the grace of God? How do these elements fit together, if 
at all? Here is what the Bible says: 
 

HEBREWS 11 
1Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of 

what we do not see. 2This is what the ancients were commended for. 
3By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God's 
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 
4By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith 
he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his 
offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.  

5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not 
experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him 
away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who 
pleased God. 6And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 
JAMES 2 
14What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith 

but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15Suppose a brother or 
sister is without clothes and daily food. 16If one of you says to him, 
"Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing 
about his physical needs, what good is it? 17In the same way, faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  

18But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show 
me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I 
do. 19You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons 
believe that–and shudder. 20You foolish man, do you want evidence 
that faith without deeds is useless? 21Was not our ancestor Abraham 
considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac 
on the altar? 22You see that his faith and his actions were working 
together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23And the 
scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was 
credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. 
24You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith 
alone.  

25In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute 
considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the 
spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26As the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
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MATTHEW 7 
21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the 

kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who 
is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we 
not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and 
perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew 
you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  

24"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and 
puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the 
rock. 25The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock. 26But everyone who hears these words of 
mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who 
built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the streams rose, and 
the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great 
crash." 28When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds 
were amazed at his teaching, 29because he taught as one who had 
authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 

 
EPHESIANS 2 
1As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2in 

which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and 
of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work 
in those who are disobedient. 3All of us also lived among them at one 
time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of 
wrath. 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in 
mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 
transgressions--it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised 
us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in 
Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--
and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9not by works, so 
that no one can boast. 10For we are God's workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do. 

 
ISAIAH 59 
1 Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor 

his ear too dull to hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from 
your God; your sins have hidden his face from you, so that he will 
not hear. 3 For your hands are stained with blood, your fingers with 
guilt. Your lips have spoken lies, and your tongue mutters wicked 
things… 

9 So justice is far from us, and righteousness does not reach 
us. We look for light, but all is darkness; for brightness, but we walk 
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in deep shadows. 10 Like the blind we grope along the wall, feeling 
our way like men without eyes. At midday we stumble as if it were 
twilight; among the strong, we are like the dead. 11 We all growl like 
bears; we moan mournfully like doves.  

We look for justice, but find none; for deliverance, but it is 
far away. 12 For our offenses are many in your sight, and our sins 
testify against us. Our offenses are ever with us, and we acknowledge 
our iniquities: 13 rebellion and treachery against the LORD, turning 
our backs on our God, fomenting oppression and revolt, uttering lies 
our hearts have conceived… 

19 From the west, men will fear the name of the LORD, and 
from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. For he will come 
like a pent-up flood that the breath of the LORD drives along. 20 
"The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of 
their sins," declares the LORD.  

21 "As for me, this is my covenant with them," says the 
LORD. "My Spirit, who is on you, and my words that I have put in 
your mouth will not depart from your mouth, or from the mouths of 
your children, or from the mouths of their descendants from this 
time on and forever," says the LORD. 
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SUGGESTIONS FROM PREVIOUS SESSIONS 
 
Hebrews 11 

 Faith is the belief in the unproven: God does not want to (fully) prove Himself to us 

 Without faith we cannot please God 

 We must believe God exists 

 We must believe God – that His promises are real and really will happen 
 
James 2 

 Faith without works is dead – faith alone cannot save us 

 If our faith doesn’t change the way we live then we don’t really believe at all 
 
Matthew 7 

 Works without faith are dead, just as faith without works are dead 

 If we hear the words of Christ and do them we are wise in God’s eyes 

 If we hear the words of Christ and do not enact them we are fools in God’s eyes 
 
Ephesians 2 

 Ultimately, neither faith nor works save us, we deserve and earn only death 

 But God saves the faithful through His grace 

 Nevertheless, lest there be any who are thereby tempted to be lazy, we are only saved 
by God’s grace “through faith:” for God has prepared “works” for us to do 

 
Isaiah 59 

 God can save sinners without their repentance, without faith and works, because He 
can do anything 

 But He has promised that He won’t save those who don’t produce faith and works 

 God has provided a plan for salvation through the Redeemer: Jesus Christ 

 Therefore we must repent, believe (faith) and be baptized into Jesus Christ (works) 
to receive God’s grace (salvation: eternal life instead of eternal death) 
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Part 2: I Believe 
 

1 What is: Some or all of: The world as I understand it, what I believe exists, what I 

believe is important, how everything came to be, where I fit in, and how my life and 
objectives are influenced by these beliefs (20 mins) (Can summarize previous 15 classes here 
instead) 
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2 Future: How it will all continue to the end: for the world and for me personally  

(10 mins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 My Plan: What I believe God wants from me, and where I am in this plan (15 mins) 
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4 Obstacles and Problems: Things that stop me from advancing towards God in the 

way that I want to (see Plan): Bible teachings things I don’t understand (on certain subjects 
or in general), Bible teachings I don’t agree with, things that I believe I should do but haven’t 
yet done (10 mins) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Counterstrike: The plans I have in place to overcome these obstacles 

(5 mins) 
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